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FORM A

Circuastances of Interview

STA'Bs Porida

NAME OF 7 CHKER: Jules A. Fromt

ADJRESSs Tampa, Florida
DATE 3 October 15, 1936
SUBJECT: Folk Stuff, Hants.

l. DNare and address of informant:

Josephine Anderson, Tampa, Florida.
2. Date and time of interview: October 20, 1937
de Place of interview: Tampa, Florida

4. Nam® and address of persen, if any, who pui you in toush with
informants

5. HName and address of persoe, if any, accompanylng you:

6. Descrivtiocn of room, house, surrcundings, etc.

( No additional information available for other forms)
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Josephine Anderson
Tampa, Florida
October 20, 1937
Jules A. Frost

HANTS

!

#I kaint tell nothin bout slavery times cept what I heared
folks talk about. I was too youmg t0 remember much but I recleck
seein my granme milk de cows an do de washin. Grenpa was old, an

dey let him do light work, mosly fish an hunt.

“I doan mambér nothin bout my daddy. He died when I was a
baby. My stepfather was Stephen Anderson, &n my mammy‘'s name was
Dorgas. He come fum Vajinny, but my mammy was borned an raised in
Wilmington. My name was Josephine /nderson fore I married wWillie
Jones., I had two half-brothers youngern me, John Henry an Ed, an
@ half-gister, Elsie. De boys had to mind de calves an shesps, an
unlsie nurged de missus' baby. I done de ¢ookin, mosly, an helped

my memmy spin.

"I was ony five year old when dey brung me to Sanderson, in
Baker County, Florida. MLy stepfather went to work for a turpentine
man, mukin barrels, an he work at dat job till he drop dead in de

camp. I reckon he musta had heart disease.

"I doan recleck ever seein my mammy wear shoes. LEven in de
winter she go barefoot, an I reckon cold didn't hurt her foet no
moren her hands an face. e all wore dresses made o' homespun, De
thread was spun an de cloth wove right in our own home. My mamy an

granmammy an me done it in spare time.

3
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Jogephine anderson
Tm‘. Florida
Cctober 20, 1937
Jules A. Frost

FOLK STUFF, FLORIDA" 4

"My weddin dress was blue-=blue for true. I thought it was de
prettiest dress I ever ses. Ve was married in de court-house, an
dat be a mighty happy day for me. Mos folks dem dayi got married by
layin a broom on de floor an jumpin over it, Dat seals de marriage, an

at de same time brings em good luck.

"Ya geo brooms keoeps hants away. When mean folks dies, de old
debbil gomet imes doan want em down dere in de bad place, s0 he makes
witches out of em, an sends em back. O(ne thing bout witches, doy
gotta count everthing fore dey can git acroast it. You put & broom
acrosset your door at night an old witches gotta count ever straw in

dat broom fore she can come in,

*3ome fulks can jes nachly see hanta bettern othera. Teeny, my
gal can. I reckon éaa cause she been borned wid a vell--you knuw, @&
caul, sumpum what be over aome babiea' faces when dey is borned.
Folks borned wid & caul gan see sperrits, an tell whas gonna happen

fore it comes true.

“"Use to worry Teeny right smart, seein sperrits dey an night. My
husban say he gonna cure her, s8o he tuken a grain o' gorn an put it in
a bottle in Teeny's bedroom over night. Den he planted it in de yard,
an driv plenty sticks roun de place. When it was growin good, he put
leaf-mold roun de stalk, an wateh it ever day, an tell us don't no-
body touch de stalk. It reise three big ears o' eorn, an when dey was

good roastin size he pick em off an cook em an tell Teeny eat ever grain

offn all three coba. He watgh her while she done it, an she ain never
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"Hant s v

Josgphine Anderson
Tempa, Florida
Ootober 20, 1937
Julss A, Frost
been worried wid hants no more. GShe sees em jes the same, but dey

doan bother her none.

"Fuat time I ever knowed & hant to come into ovur quarters was
when I was jes big nough to go out to parties. De game what we use
to play was spin de plate. Ever time I think on dat game it gives
me de shivera. One time there was a strange young man come to a
party where I waa.' Said he name Richard Green, an he been takin
keer o' horses for a rich man what was gonne buy & plantaiion in
dat o¢.unty. He look kinda slick &n drsssed=-up=~diffunt from de rest.
All de gule begin to cast sheep's syes at him, an hope he gonna choose

dew wken dey start playin games.

"Pretty scon dey begin to play spin de plate an it come my turn
fust thing. I spin it am caull out 'Mister Green!' He jumps to de
middle o' de ring to grab de plate an 'Bang‘'-=-bout four guns go off
all at oncet, an Mister Green fall to de floor plum dead shot through

de naad.

"Fore we knowed who done it, de sheriif an gome more men jump
down from de loft, where dey been hidin an tell us quit hollerinm an
doun be gcairt. Dis mun be & bad desper=- yuu know, one o' them out~
laws what kille folks. He sume kinda foreigner, an jes tryin meke

blieve he a niggah, so’s they don't find him.

o
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“Hants T
Josephine Anderson
Tampa, Florida
Ostober 20, 1937
Jules A. Frost
"Woll we didn’t feel like playim no more games, an {'ever after
dat you coundn®t git no niggahs to‘pna dat house alone atter dark.
Dey say de place was hanted, am if you look through de winder any

dark night you ocovuld see & man in dere epl:nim de plate.

"I sho Jdidn't never look in, cause [ done seen more hanﬁ aready
dan I ever wanig 1o see agin. O(ne night I was goin to my gran.y's
nsuse. It was jes comin dark, an when I got to de ¢riek an start
across on de fosct=log, dere on de other end o' dat log was a man wid
his haid cut off an layin plum over on his shoulder. He luok at me,
kinda pit iful, an don't say a word--but I clesely never waited to
see whrt ne gonna talk about. I pure flew back home. I was so seairt
I couldn't tell de folks what done happened till I set down an got my

breath.

“"Nother time, not so long ago, when 1 live down in Gary, I be
walkin down de railroad track soon in de mornin an fore I knowed it,
dere was a white man walkin long side o' me. I jes thought it were
somebody, but I wadn’t sho, so 1 turn off at de fust street to git
way from dere. De nex mawnin I be boin to work at de same time. It
were kinda fo,. gy an dark, 80 I never seen nobodj till I mighty nigh
run into dis same man, an dorﬁ he goe::, bout half a gtep ahead o' me,

nig two hande restin on his be-hind.

“1 was go close up to him I oould see him plain as I see you.
He had fin ernails dat long, all cleaned an polished. He was t:.11,
an had on a derby hat, an stylish black clothes. Vhen I wulk alow

he slow down, an when I stop, he atop, never oncet lookin rounm. My
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Josephine Anderson
Tempa, Florida
Ogtober 20, 1937
Jules 4. Froet
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iy feets make & noise on de ginders tween de rails, bui he doan meke

a mite o' noise., Dat was de fust thing got me seairt, bat I figger I
better find cut for sho ifen he be a sperrit; sc 1 say, gook am loud:
'Lockes here, Mister, I jes an 0ld colored woman, an I knows my place,

an I wight you wuldn't walk wid me counta what folks might say.’'

‘i{le never looked roun no woren if I wan'l there, an I cutl my
oyes roun to see if there is coéebady I can holler to for help. Uthen
I looked back he was gone; gone, like dat, without makin a asund., Den
I knowed he te & hant, an de nex day whemn I tell somebody bout it dey
say he be de gemmen what got killed at de orossin a spell back, an other
folks has seen him jus like I did. Dey say dey can heur babies eryin

at de trostle right near dere, an ain'®t nobody yit ever found em.

"Dat ain de uny hant I ever seen. (ne day I go cut {0 de smoke—
house to git a mess o* tators. It was after sundown, but still purty
light. When I gits dere de door be unlocked an a big man istanmi.’m half
inside. ‘'iat you doin stealin our taters!' I hollers at him, an pow!
He gone, jes like dat. Did I git back to dat house! We mighty glad to

eat grits an cornbread dat night.

“ihen we livin at Titusville, I see my old mammy comin up de road
jus as plain as day. I stan on de poreh, fixim to run an meet her, whea
all of a sudden she be gone. I bsgin t'o ery an tell de folks I ain't
g9:na ses my mamay agin. An sho nuff, I never did. She die at Sander~

son, back in #est Florida, fore I got to see her.
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Josephine Andarson

Tampa, [lorida

Octuber 20, 1937

Jules i. Frost

"Does I blieve is witchea? S-a-a~y, I knows more bout em dan teo

jes ‘blisve’ = I been rid by em., Right here in dis house. You ainm
never beem rid by a witch! Well, you mighty lucky. Dey come in de
night, ginnerly soon after yuu drop off to aleep. Dey put a bridle om
your head, an 2 bit in y.ur mouth, an & saddle onm your back. Den dey
take off their askim an hang it up on de wall. Denm dey git on ycu an some
nights dey like to ride you to death. You try to holler but you kailm$,
counta the ircn bit in your mouth, am you feel like somebody holdin you
down. Den dey ride you back home an intu yuur bed. vhem you hit de bed
you juwp an grub de kivers, an de witch be gone, like duvx. Dul you know
you been rid mighty hard, cause you all wet wid sweal, &n yuu feel plum

tired out.

“Some folks say you jus beem dreamin, ecunta de blood stop circu=-
latin in your bagk. Shuekas! Dey alx never been rid by & witeh, or dey

ain gayin dat.

*0ld witch docter, he want ten dollers for a piece o' string, what
he say some kinda charm words over. Tells me tc meke a image o' dat
0ld witeh c.ta dough, an tie dat string roun its neck; den when I bake
it in do oven, it swell up am de magic string shet off her breath. I
didn't have no ten doller, 80 he say ifen I git up five doller he make
me a hand--you know, what collored folks cals & jack. iat be & charm
what will keep de witches away. I knows how to make em, but day doan
do no good thout de magic words, an I doan know dem. You take & little

pinch o' dried snake skin an some graveyard dirt, an some red pepper
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Jogephine .ndersom
Tampa, Florida
October 20, 1937
Jules A. Frost

an & lock o' your hair wrapped roun some black rooster feathers.

Den you spit whiskey on em an wrop em ir red flannel an sew it in-

to a ball bout dat big. Dem youu hang'it under your right arupit, an

aever week you give it a drink o' whiskey, to keep it strong an powful.

"Dat kaeep de witehes fum ridin y:u; but nary'ona o’ dese charms
work wid dis old witeh. I got & purty good idee who ghe is, &n she
got a charm powfuller dan both of dem. Bul she kaint git acrosst flaxe
seed, not till she count ever seed. You dosn blieve dat? Huh! I
reckon I knows~-1 done tried it cut., I gits me a 1lil bag o' pure fresh
flaxsced, an I gprinkle it all roun de bed; den I put aome un top of
de mattresa, an under de mheet. Den I goes to bed an slesps like a

baby, an dat old witch dean bother me no more.

“omy oncet. OSoon’s I wake up, I light me a lamp &n louk on de
fluor an dere, side o' my'bod wes ny dress, layinm righ§ over dat flax-
seaed, s0's she cuuld walk over on de dress, big &s life. I snateh wp
de dress an throw it on de bed; den I go to sleep, an I ain never been

bothered no more.

"Sowe {olks reads de Bible backwards to keep witches fum ridim
om, but dai doan do me no good, cause I kaint read. But flaxseed work

80 goud I doan be studyin night-ridin witeches no more."

9
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Samuel Simeon Andrews

For. almost 30 years Edward Waters College, an

African Methodist Episcopal School, located on the north

side cf Kings Road in the western section of Jacksonville,

has employéd as watchman, Samuél Simeon Andréis(gffection—‘

ately called "Parson"), a former slave of A.J. lane of
Georgia, Lewis Ripley of Beaufort, South Carolina, Ed Till-
man of Dallas, Texas, and John.Troy of Union Springs, Ala-
barra,,

"Parson” was born November 16, 1850 in Macoﬁ,
Georgie, at a place called Tatum Square,\where sla%es were

held, housed and sold. "Speculators" (persons who traveled

from place to place with slaves for sale) had housed 84 slaves
there- many of whom were pregnant women. Besides "Parson,r two

other slave-children, Ed Jones who now lives in Sparta, Georgia,

and George Balley were born in Tatum Square that night. The

morning after their births, a woman was sent from the nearby

A.J. Lane/plantation to take care of the three mothers; this .
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Slave Interview Page 3
Rachel A, Austin FEC
Jacksonville, Florids

nurse ﬁroved to be "Parsonts® graﬁdmbther. His mother told
him afterwards that the meeting of mother and daughter was
very jubilant, but silent and pathetic, because neither could
with safety show her pleasure in finding the other. At the
auction which was held a few days later, his mother,Rachel,
and‘her two sons, Solomon Augustus and her infant who was
later to be known as "Parson, ™ were purchased by A.,J. Lane
who had previcusly bought "Parson's?‘father, willis, from a
man named Dolphus of Albany, Georgia; thus were husband and
wife re-united. They were taken to Lane's plantation three
miles out.of Sparta, Georgia, in Hancock County. lMr. Lane

owned 85 slaves and was known to be very kind and considerate.

"Parson® lived on the Lane plantation until he .
was eight years old, when he was sold to Lewis Ripley of
Beaufort, South Carolina, with whom he lived for two years; he
was then sold to E4 Tillman of Dallgs, Texas; he stayed on the
Tiliman plantation for about a year and until he was purchased
by John Troy of Union Springs, Alabama- the richest slave-holder
in Union Springs, Alabama; he remained with him until Emancipation.
He recalls that during one of these salesyabout $800.00 was paid
for him,

He describes A.J. Lane as being a kind slave-holider

who fed his slaves well and whipped them but little.{fll of his
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other masters, he states, were nice to children, but 1ashéd
and whipped'the grown-ups., f?

Mr. Lane's family was comprised of his wife,
Fannie (who also was very kind to the slaves) five children,
Harriett Ann, Jennle, Jeff, Frankie and Mse Roxie, a brother
(wnose name de doesAnoﬁ recail) who owned a few slaves but was
kind to those that he did own; Although very young during
slavery, "Parson'" remembers many plantation aétivities and cus-
toms, among which are the following: That the master's children
and those of the slaves on the plantation played together; the
farm crops consisted of corn, cotten, feaé, wheat and oats;
that the food for the slaves was cooked in pots which were hung
over a fire; that the iron ovens used by the slaves had tope for
baking; how.dnring the Civil War, wheat, corn and dried potatoes
were parched and used as substitutes for coffee; that his mother
vas given a peck of flour every two weeks; that & mixture of salf
and sand was dug from the earthern fibbr of the smokehouse and
water pouredoner:ititOyget:the'ealx'drippings for seésoning; that
most medicine consisted of boiled roots; when thread and cloth were
dyed with the dye obtained from maple bark; when shoes were made |
on a wooden last and soles and uppérg fastened together with maple
Pegs; when the white preachers preached "obey’your masters”; that
the first buggy that he saw was owned by his master, A.J. Lane; it

had a seat at the rear with rest which was usually occupied by a
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man who was called the "waiter"; there wag no top to the seat
and the"waiter" was exposed to the weéther. He recalls when wood-.
en slats and tightened ropes were used for bed springg;ialso the
patience of "Aunt Letha“ an old woman slave who took care of the
children in the neighborhood while their-parents worked, and
hew they enjoyed watching "Uncle Umphrey"” tan‘cow and pig hides.
"Pargon" describes himself as being very friéky as
a boy and states that he did but very little work and got but
very few whippings. Twice he ran away to escape being whipped and
hid in asparagus beds in Sparta, Georgis ﬁntil.nightfall; when he
returned the master would not whip him because he was apprehensive
that he might run away again and be stolen by poorer whites and
thus cause trouble. The richer whites, he relates, were afraid of
the poorer whites; if the latter were made'angry they would round
up the owners! sheep and turn them lobse into their cotton fields
and the sheep would eat the cotton, row by row, .
He compares the relationship between the rich and
poor whites during slavery with that of the white and Negro people
of today. ‘
With a face full of frowns, "Parson" télls'of a
white man persuading his mother to let him tie her to show that he
vas master, promising not to whip her, and she believed him. When
he had placed her in a buck (hands tied on a stick so tﬁaﬁ the

8tick would turn her in any direction) he whipped her until the
blood ran down her back.
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With changed expression he told of an incident
during the Civil War: Slaves,he explained had to have ﬁasaes
to go from one plantation to another and if one were found
witrout a pass the "patrollers®™ would pick him up, return him
to his master and receive pay for their serviceijhe "patrolles"
were guards for runaway slaves., One night they came to Aunt
khoda's house where a crowd of slaves had gathered and were
going to return them to their masters; Uncle Umphrey the tanner,
quickly spaded up some hot ashes and pitched it on them; all of
the slaves escaped unharmed, while all of the fpatrollers" were
badiy injured; no one ever told on Uncle Unphrey and when Aunt
Rhode was questioned by her masfer she stated that she knew nothing
about it but told them that the "patrollers" had brought another
"nigger" with them; her master took it for granted that she spoke
the truth since none of the other Negroes were hurt. He remembers
secing this but does not rememper how he, as a little boy, wﬁs
~Prevented from tellihg aboué it,

Asked about his rememgrance or knowledge of the
slaves' belief in magic and spells he said: "I remem?er tﬁis and
can just see the dogs running around now. My mother's brother,
"Uncle Dick" and "Uncle July" swore they would not work longer for
masters; so they ran away and livea in the woods. In winter they
would put cotton seed in the fields to rot for fertilizéﬁ and lay
in it for warmth. They would kill hogs and slip the meat to some
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Rachel A. Austin . FEC
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%

slave to cook for food. When thelr owners 1doked for them,

"Bob Amos" who raised "nigger hounds" (hounds raised solely

to track Negro slavés) wag summoned and the dogs located them
and surrounded them in their hide-out; one went one way and one
the other and escaped in the swampgigkhey would run until they
care to a fence- each kept some "éfaveyard dust and a few light-
wcod splinters®" with which they smoked theilr feet and jumped the
fence and the dogs tufned back and could track no further. Thus,
they stayed fn thé woods until freedom, when they came out and
worked for pay. Now, you know "Uncle Dick" just died a few years

ago in Sparta, Georgia."”

When the Civil War came he remembers hearing one
night "Sherman is coming." It waé said that Wheelerfs Cavalry of
the Confederates wae alwayé "running and fighting." Lane had moved
the family to Macon, Georgia, and they lived on a place called
"Duniap‘s Hill." That night four preacbers were preaching "Fellow
soldiers, the enemy -is just here to Bolden's Brook, sixteen miles
away and you may be carried into judg ment; prepare to meet your
God."™ While they were preaching, bombs began to fly because Wheeler's
Cavalry was only six miles. away instead of 16 miles; women screamed
and children ran. Wheeler kept wagons ahead of him so that when one
wes crippled the other would replace it. He says he imagines he

hears the voice of Shemman now, saying:"Tell Wheeler to go on to
South Carolina; we will mow it down with grape shot and plow j4
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in with bombshell," ‘

Emgncipation came and with it great rejoicing,
' He recalls that Republicans were called "Radicals"® just after
the close of the Civil War, ‘

'~ Mr. Lene was able to save all of his meat, silver,
and other valuables during the war by having a cave dug in the
hog pasture; the hogs trampled over if daily.

"Parson" states that among the papers in his
trunk he has a piece of money called "shin plasters" which was
used during the Civil War,

The slaves were not allowed to attend schools
of any kind; and school facilities immediately following Emanci-
pation were very poor; when thg first teacher, Miss Smith, a
Yankee, camg to Sparta, Georgia and began teaching Sunday School,
all of the children were glven testaments or catechiesms which
tneir parents were afreid fof them to keep lest their mésters
whip them, but the teacher cal;ed on the parents and explained
to them that they were as free as their former masters.

"Parson" states that when he was born, his mas-

ter named him "Monk." His grandfather, Willis Andrews, who was a
free man of Pittsburg,~Pennsylvania,’purchased‘the freedom of
his wife Lizzle, but was never able to puréhﬁse their four child-
ren; hie father, also named Wiliis, died a slave, was driven in

an ox-cart to a hble that had been dug, put in it and covered up;
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‘his mother nor children could stop work to attend the funeral,
put after the Emancipation,‘he and a brother returned, found
"Uncle Bob" whovhelped bury him and located his grave. Soon
sfter he had been given his freedom, "Parson" walked from

Union Springs, Alabame where his last mester had taken him- back
0 Macon, Georgia, and rejoined his mother, Rachel, his brothers,
Samuel Augustus, San Franciscq, Simon Peter, Lewis, Carter,
Powell Wendell and sisters, Lizzie and Ann; they all dropped

~ the name of their master, Lane, and took the name of their grand-
father; Andrews. -

"Parson" possesses an almost uncanny memory and
attributes 1t to his inability to write things down and therefore
veing entirely dependent upon his memory. He had passed 30 years
of age and had two children who could read and write before he
could. His connection with Edward Waters College has given him a
decided advantage for education and there are few things that he
cannot discuss intelliigently. He has céﬁe in contact with thousands
of students and all of the ministers connected with the Afriocan
lMethddist Episcopal Church in the State of Florida and has attend-
ed all of the State and General Conferences of this Church for the
rast half century. He has lived to be 85 years of age and says he
Will live until he is 106, This he will do because he dlaims:

"Your life is in your hand" and tells these narratives as proof:
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“In 1886_when the present Atlantic Coaéf Line Railirodd
was called the S;F:Wi and I was coming from Savannah to Florida,
some tramps intent upon robbery had removed epikee from the
bridge and juét as fhé alarm was given and the ®train about to
be thrown from the track, I raised the window and jumped 0
safety. I fhen walked baék two miles to report it. More than:70
were killed who might have been saved had they jumped as I did.
As a result, the S.F. and W;'gavé me a free pass for life with
which I rode all over the United States and once into Canada,.®
He proudly displaye this pass and states that he would'like to
travel over the United States again but that the s;hool keeps
him too close.

"I had been very sick but took no medicine; my
wife!went out to visit Sister Nancy- shortly afterwards I
heard what sounded like walking, and in my imagination saw
death eﬁtering, push the door open and draw back to leap on
me; I jumped through the window, my shirt hung, but I pulled
it out., Mr. Hodges, & Baptist preacher was hoeing in his garden
next door, tooked at me and laughed., A woman yelled 'there
goes Reverend Andrews,land death is on him.' I said 'no he isn't
on me but hets down there.' Pretty soon news came that Reverend
Hodges had dropped‘dead. Death had come for someone and would

10t leawe without them. I was weak and he tried me first. Rev-

erend Hodges wasn't looking, so he slipped up on him,"
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\

"Pargon” came %0 Umatilla, Florida, in 1883

from Georgia with a Mr. Rogers who brought nim and six other
men, their wives and children, to work on the railroad; he
was made the section"boss" whioh job he held until a white
man threatened to "dock" him because he was wearing a stiff
shirt and Fsetting over a white man" when he should have a
shovel. This was the opinion of a man in the vicinity, but
another white friend:x?yﬁiis warned him and advised him not
to leave Umatilla, but persuaded him to work for him cutting
cord wood; although "Parson" had never seen wood corded, he
accepted the job and was soon given a pass to Macon, Georgila,
to get other men; he brought 13 men back and soon became their
"20s8" and bought a house and dscided to do & little hunting.
When he left this job he did some hotel work, cooked and served
as train porter. In 1893 he was ordained to preach and has
preached and pastored regularly from that time up to two years
ag0, |

He is of medium size and build and partially bald-
headed; what 1ittle hair he has is very grey; he has keen eyes;‘
his eyesight 1s very good; he has never had to wear glasses.
e is as supple as one half his age; 1t is readily demonstrated
a8 he runs, jumps and yells while attending the games of his

favorite pastimes, baseball and football., ﬁherever the Edward
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Waters College football team goes, there "Parson" wants t0 go
also. Whenever the crowd at a game hears the scream "Come on

boys," everyone knows it is "Parson® Andrews.

| "Parson" haé had two wives, both of whom are
dead, and is the father of eight children: Willis (deceased)
Johnny, Sebron Reece of Martin, Tennessee, Annie Lee, of Macon,
Georgia, Hattie of Jacksonville, Ella (depeased) Mary Lou Rivers
of Macbn, Georgia, and Augustus somewhere-at-sea.

"Parson® does not believe in taking medicine,
but makee a liniment with which he rubs himeelf. He attributes
his long life to his sense of "having quitting sense" and not
allowing death to catch him unawares. He asserﬁa that if he
reaches the bedside of a kind:ed in\time; he will keep him from
dying by telling him: "Come on now, don't be crazy and die."

He states that hé enjoyed his slavery life
and since that time life has been very sweet, He knows and re—
nembers most of the incidents connected with membera of the
several Conferences of the African Methodist Episcopel Church
in Florida and can tell you in what minutes ydu may find any of

the important happenings of the past 30 or 40 years,
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Bill Austin e—= he says his neme is NOT Williams —w= is an ex=
slave who gained his freedom because his mistress found it more advantes
geous to free him than to wateh him,

Austin lives near Greeawood, Jackson County, Florida, on a small
farm that he and his children operate. He says that he does not how
his age, doeg not remember ever having heard it, But he mmst de prettiy
old, he says, "Scamse I was a right smart size when Mistuh Smith went off -
%o fight.® He thizks be may be over & hundred — and he looks it — Tut
he is not sure,

Adustin was born bef;weon Greene and Hanceck Counties, on the Oconee
River, in Georgia. He .nses the names of the counties interchangeably; he
cannot be definite as to just which one m his birthplace., "The line be-
tween tem was right there by us,® he says.

His father was Jack; for want of a surname of his own he took that
of his father and called himself Jack Smith, Daring a temporary shortage
of funds on his master's part, Jack and Bill%s mother were sold to a plan=-
ter in the northern part of the state, It was not until long after his
enancipation that Bill ever saw either of them again,

Billts father Jack was regarded as a fairly good carpenter, mason
and bricklayer; at times his master would let him do small jebs of repair-

ing of Building for neighboring planters, These jobs sometimes nedted him
beus, bits of cornmeal, cloth for dresses for his wife amd ehildren, amd
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other small gifts; these he either used for his small family or bartered
with the other slaves, Sometimes he sold them to the slaves for monef;
cash was not altogether uhwn among the slaves on the Smith place,
Austin gives an interesting description of his master, Thomas
Smith, ‘He says that “sumptimes he was real rich and all of ws had & good
time. The wuk wasn®t hard then, cause if we had big crops he would borrow
gome he'p from the other white folks, He wused to give wus ieat every day,
and plenty of other things, One time he bought all of us shoes, and on
Sundey night would let us go to wherever the preacher was holdin'! meeting,
 He used to give my pape money sumptimes, too.
"But they used to whisper that he would gamble a lot. We used to
see a whole lét of men come up to the hougse sumptimes and stay up most of
 the night. Sumptimes they would stay three or four days. And once in a
while after one of these Mg doings Mistwh Smith would look worried, and
we wouldn't get no meat and very little of anything else for a long time.
Be would be crabby and beat ws for any little thing., He used to tell my
pepa that he wouldn't have a d=— cent until he made some crops.®
A few years before he left to enter the war the slave owmer came
into posseséion of a store near his pla.ntationf This store was in Greensbore, -
ither because the business peid or because of another of his econemic 'bed
spells!, ownership of his plantation passed to a man named Kimball and :o0st
of the slaves, with the exception of Bill Auﬁi and one or two women w== either
trensferred with the plantation or sold, 3Bill was kept to do arrands and
general work around the store.

Bill learned mmch about the operation of the store, with the result

that when Mr. Smith left with the Sewtbera Army he left his wife and Bill

to contimme 1ts operation, By this time there uwsed to be fregment stories



Bjill Austin | 3 .
Martin Richardson Page x
Greenwood, - Florida

whispered among the slaves in the neighborhood —«- and who came with their
_mssters into the country store —ww= of how this or that slave ran away, and
with the white men-power of the section engaged in war, remained at large

; for loﬁg periods or escaped altogether,

fhese stories always interestéed Amstin, with the result that ome

| morning he was absent when Mrs, Smith opened the store, He remaimed .
avey Yeight or nine days, I guess!, before a friend of the Smiths found
him near Macon and threatened that he would %half kill him' if he didn%t
return immediately,

Either the threat === or the fact that in Macon there were no
readily available foodstuffs to be eaten all day as in the store —-« caunsed
Austin to return. He was roundly berated by his mistress, but finally foz’;v
given by the worried woman who needed his help arcand the store more than
she needed the contrite promises and effusive declarations that he would
tbehave alright for the rest of his life,?

And he did behavej for several whole months. But by this time
he was %a great big boy?, and he had caught si@f of a yourng woman who
took his fancy on his trip to Macmn. 8She was ﬁee herself; her father
bad bought her freedom with that ;f her mother a few years before, and did
odd jobs for the white people in the city for a livelihood. Bill had thoughts
of going back to Macon, marrying her, and hringing her back !to work for Mis~
sug with me.* He asked permission to go, and was refused on the grounds that
his help was too badly needed at the store, Shortly afterward he had again
disappeared,

'Missus?!, however, knew ﬁo mach of his plans by this time, and it

no
ves/difficult task to have him apprehended in Macon. Bill may not have had
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guch great objections to the apprehension, either, he says, because hy this
time he had leammed that the young woman in Macon hed no slightest intemtion
to give up her freedom to Join hﬁ at Greensboro,

A relative of Mrs. Smith gave Amustin a scund beating on his return;
for & time it had the desired effeqt, and he stayed at the store and gave
no further trouble, Mrs. Smith, however, thought of a surer plan of keeping
him in Greensboro; she called him and told him he might have his freedom,
Bill never attempted to again leave the place —— although he did not re-
ceive a cent for his work ——= wntil his master had died, the store passed
into the hands of one of Mr. Smith!s sons, and the emancipation of all the
slaves was a matter of eight or ten years; history!

When he finally left Greene and Hancock Counties ww-— about fifty-
five years ago, Austin settled iﬁ Jacksorn County.  He married and began
the raising of a family, A4t px;uent he has nineteen living children, more
grendchildren than he can accurately tell, and is living with his third wife,

a woman in her thirties,
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Frank Berry, living at 1614 West Twenty-
Second street,vﬁacksonville, Florida, claims to be a
g:andson of Osceola, last fighting chief of the Sem-
inole tribe. Born in 1858 of a mother who was part of
the human chattel belonging to one of the Hearnses of
Alachua County in Florida, he served variously during his
life as a State and Federal Govermment contractor, United
States Marshal? (1881), Registration Inspector (1879]).

| Being only eight years of age when the
Emancipation Proclamation was issued, he remembers little
of his life as a slave. The master was kind in an impersonal
way but made no provision for his freedmen as did many other
Southerners- usuaily in the form of land grants-glthough he
gave them their freedom as soon as the proclamation was issued.
Berry learned from his eldere’that'their master was a noted
duelist and owned several fine pistols some of which havé

very bloody historiea;
It was during the hectic days that followed the
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Civil War that Berry served in ﬁhe afore-menttoned offices,
He held his marshalship under a Judge XKing of Jacksonville,
Florida. As State and Federal Government Contractor he built
many public structures, a few of which are still in use,
among them the jetties at Mayport, Florida which he helped
to build and a jail.at High Springs, Florid@:

It was during the war between the Indians and
séttlers that Berry's grandmother, serving as a nurse at Tampa
Bay was captured by the Indians and carried away to become the/
squaw of their chief; she was later re-captured by her owners.
This was a common procedure, according to Berry's statements.
Indians ofiten captured slaves, particularly the women, or aided
in their escape and almost always intermarried with theﬁ. The
red men were oredited with inciting many uprisings and whole-
sale escapes among the slaves,

Country frblica-(dancea) were quite often at-
tended by Indians, whose main reason for going was to obtain
whiskey, for which they had a very strong fondness. Berry
describes ;:‘intoxicated Indian as a "tornado mad man®" and
recalls a hair raising incident that ended in tragedy for
the offender.
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A group of Indians were attending one of these
froliocs at Fort Myers and everything went well until one
of fhe number became intoxlcated, terrorizing the Negrqes
with bullying, and fighting anyone with whom he could |
"pick" a quarrel. "Big Charlie® an uncle of the narrator
was present and when the red man challenged him to a fight
made & quick end of him by breaking his neck at one blow,

For two years he was hounded by revengeful

Indians, who had an uncanny way of ferreting out his where-
abouts no matter where he went. Often he sighted them while
working in the fields and would be forced to flee to some
other place. This continued with many hairbreadth escapes,
until he was forced to move several states away.

Berry recalls the old days of black aristoc-
racy when Negroes held high political offices in the state
of rlorida, when Negro tradesmen and professionals com- ’
peted successfully and unmolested with the whites., Many
fortunes were made by men who are now little more than
beggars. To this group belongs the man who in spite of re-
duced circumstances managéistill to make one think of top
hats and state affairs. Although small of stature and almost
disabled by rheumatism, he has the fiery dignity and straight
back that we associate with men who have ruled others., At tﬁe

same time he might also be characterized as a sweet 0ld person,
with all the tender reminiscences of the old days and the
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azé childish prejudices a.ga.insf all things new. As might

ve expected, he lives in the past and always is delighted
whenever he is asked to tell a.bout the only life that he
hag ever really lived. Together with his aged wife he livee

with his children and is known to local re}.ief agencies who

supplement the very small income he now derives from what

ig left of what was at one time & considerabvle fortune.
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FLORIDA FOLKLORE

LAVE CUSTOMS AND ANECDOTES

Mary Minus Biddie, age one hundred tive was born in Pensacols,
Florida, 1833, and raised in Columbia County., She is married, and
has several children. For her age she is exceptionally active, being
able to wash and do her house work, With optimism she looks forward

to many more years of life, Her health is excellent,

Having spent thirty-two years of nepr life as a slave she relates

vividly some of her experiences.

Her m.ster Lancaster Jamison was a very kind man and never mis-'
treated his slaves, He was a man of medioore means, and instead of
having a large plantation as waa usual in those days, he ran a boarding
house, the revenue therefrom furnishing him substance for a livelihood,
He had a small farm from which fresn produce was obtained to supply the
needs of his lodgerse Mary's family were his only sluves, The family
consisted of her mother, father, brother and a sister; The childrend
called theold master "Fa" and their father "Pappy." The master never
resented this appellation, and took it in good humor, Many travelers
stopped at his boardin. housej ,Mary's mother did the cooking, her father
"tended® the farm, and Mary, her brother and sister, did chores about the
pluce, There was a large one-room house built in the yard in which the
lamily lived, Her father had a separate gerden in which he raised his

own produce, also a smokézhouse where the family meats were kept.

W12356



Meuts were smoked in order to preserve them.

During the day Mary's father was kept so busy attending his
master's farm that there was no time for him to attend to a little farm
that he was allowed to have, He overcame this handicep, however, by
setting up huge scaffolds in the field which he burned and from the

flames that this fire emitted he could see well enough to do what was

necessary to his farm,

The master's first wife was a very kind womanj at her death

Mary's master moved from Pensacola to Columbia Countye.

Mary was very active with the plow, she could handle it with the

agility of a man, lhis prowess gained her the title of "plow girl."

Stoves were unknown anc cooking was done in e fireplace that
was built of clay, a large iron rod wﬁs built in across the opening of
the fireplace on which were hung pots that had special handles that
ritted about the rod holding them in place over the blazing fire as the
1ood cooking was done in a moveable over which was pluced in the fire-
place over hot coals or corn cobs., Potatoes were'roasted in ashes. Oft'
times Mary's father would sit in front of the firepluce until a late hour
in the night and on arising in the morning the children would find in a
corner a number of roasted potatees which their father had thoughttully

rcasted and which the children readily consumed,

arr oy, s
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LIGHTING SYSTEM.

Matches were unknown; a flint rock and a file provided the fire.
This occured by striking a 1rile against a tlint rock which threw orf
sparks that fell into a wad of dry cotton used ror the purpose., This
cotton, as a rule, readily caught tire, This was fire and all the

fire needed to start any blaze

WEAVING

The white folk wove the cloth on regular looms which were
made into dresses for the slaves., For various colors of cloth the thread
was dyed, The dye was made by digging up red shank and wild indigo roote
which were boiled; The substance obtained being some of the best dye to

be found,

BEVERAGES & FOOD,

Bread was made trom flour and wheat, The meat used was pork, beef,
mutton and gout. For preservation it was smoked and kept in the smoke-
house. Cotiee was used as a beverage and when this ran out as oft' times

happened, parched pcanuts were used for the purpose,

Mary and tfamily arose before da§:break and prepared breakfast for the
S—
master and his family, after which they ate in the same dining room,
Vhen this was over the dishes were washed by Mary, her brother and sister.
The children then played about until meals were served again,
WASHING and SQAP

was
Washing/done in home-made wooden tubs, and boiling in iron pots

similar to those of today. Soap was méde from fat and lye,



AMUSEMENTS . |
The only amusement to be had was a big candy pulling, or hog killing
and chicken cooking. The 8laves from the surrounding plantations were allowed

to come together on these ocoasions. A big time was had,

CHURCH.

The slaves went to the "“white folks" church on Sundays. They were
seated in the rear of the churohs. The white minister woula arise and exhort
the slaves to "mind your masters, you owe them your respect," An old
Christian slave who perceived things differently could sometimes be heard
to mumble, "Yeah, wese Jjest as good as deys is only deys white and we's
bl.ck, huh." She dare not let the whites hear this, At times meetin's

wsre held in a slave cabin where some "inspired" sluve led the services.

In the course of years Mre. Jamison married againe His second wife
was a veritable terror. She was always ready and anxious to whip a sluve
for the l1east misdemeanor. The master told Mary and her mother that befo.e
he would take the chance oi them running away on account of her meanness
he would leave her. As soon as he would leave the house this was a signal
tor his wife to start on a slave, One day, with a kettle of hot water in
her hund, she chased Mary, who ran to another plantation and hid there until
the .00d master returnede She then poured .out her troubles to hime He was very
indignunt and remonstrated with his wife for being so oruel, 5She met her fate
in luter years; her son-in-law becoming angry at some of her doings in regard
to hin shot her, which resulted in her death, Instead of mourning, everybody
Seemed to rejoice, for the menace to well being had been removed, Twice a
year Mary's father and master went to Cedar Keys, Florida to get salt, Ocean
water was obtained and boiled, salt resultiug; They always returned with about

three burrels of salte
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The greatest event in the lite of a slave was about to ocour, and the
most soirowful in the life of a master, FREEDOM was at hands A Negro was
seen coming in the distance, mounted upon & mule, approaching Mr. Jamison
who stood upon the posch o He told him of theh iiberation of the sluves,
Mr. Jamison had never before been heard to curse, but this was one day
that he let go a torrent of words th.t are unworthy to appear in rrint,

He then broke down and cried like a slave who was being lashed by his cruel
n.ster., He called Mary's mother and father, Phyliss and Sandy, "I ain't
got no more to do with you, you are free," he said, "if you want to stay

with me you may and I'll give you one-third of what you mise.” They deciaed

to stay., iihen the crop was harvested the master did not do as he had promised,

He cave them nothing. Mary slipped away, mounted the old mule "Mustang" and
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galloped away at a mules snail speed to Newnansville where she related what had |

happened to a Union captain, He gave her a letter to give to Mr, Jamison,

In it he reminded him that if he didn't give Mary's family what he had promised

he would be put in jaile Without hesitation the old m.ster complied with these

pungent orders,

After this incident Mary and her family left the good old boss
to seek a new abode in other partse This was the first time that the
master had in any way displayed any kind of unfairness tdward them, perhaps

it was the reaction to having to liberate theme

AARRIAGE

There was no marriage during slavery according to oivil or religious
custom among the slaves. If a slave saw a woman whom he desired he told his
Gaster, If the woman in question belonged on another plantation, the master
%ould consult her master: "one of my boys wants to marry one of your gals,"”
he would say. As a rule it was agreeable that they should live together as

30 and wife, This was encouraged for it increased the slavo population by
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new borns, hence, being an asset to the masters. ihe two slaves thus joined

were allowed to see one another at intervals upon special permission from the
master. He must have a pass to leave the plantation.v Any slave ocaught without

one while off the plantaticn was subject to be caught by the "puderollers® ( a

low class of white who roved the country to molest a slave at the least opportunity,
Some of them were hired by the masters to guard against slaves running away or to
apprehend them in the event that they did) who would beat them unmeraifully,

and send them back to the plantation from whence they cames

As & result oi this form of matrimony at emancipation there were no
slaves lawfully murried, Orders were given that if they preferred to live
together as man and wife they must marry according to law, They were given
nine months to decide this question, af'ter which if they continued to live
together they were arrested for adulterye A Mre Fryer, Justide of the Peuce
at Gainesville, was assigned to deal with the situation around the plantation
whe.e Mary and her family livede A big supper was given, it was early, about
twenty-five sluve couples attended. There was gaiety and laughter, A barrel
of lemonade was served, A big time was had by all, then those couples who
desired to remain together were joined in wedlock according to civil custome

The party broke up in the early hours of the morninge.

Mary Biddie, cognizant of the progress that soienoé and invention
has made in the intervening years from Emancipation and the present time,
tould not hebp but remirk of the vast improvement of the lighting system of
today and that of slavery., There were no lamps or kerosenees The first
thread that sheever spun was for a wick to be used in a candle, the only
means of light. Beef tallow was used to make the candle; this was placed in

& cundle mould while hot. The wick was then placed in the center of the

tallow as it rest in the mould; this was allowed to cool, When this
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chemical process occured there was a regular sized candle to be used for

lizhtinge

Mary now past the century mark, her lean bronze body resting in a
rocker, her head wrapped in a white 'kerchief, and puffing slowly on her
cluy pips, expressed herself in regard to presidents: "Roosevelt has don®
mo' than any other president, why you know ever since freedom they been
talkin' 'bout dis pension, talkin' 'bout it tha's all, but you see Mre
Roosevelt he don' com' an' gived it tu us, What? I'1l1 say he's a good

rightus man, an' um sho' go' vot' fo' him."

Residing in her little eabin in Eatonville, Florida, she is able to

smile because she has some means of security, the Old Age Pension.
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Reverend Eli Boyd was born May 29, 1884, four miles from
Somerville, South Carolina on John Murray's plantation. It was a
large plantation with perhaps one hundred slaves and their femilies.
As he was only a tiny baby when freedom came, he hed no "recomembrance®
of the real slavery days, but he lived on the same plantation for

many years until his father and mother died in 1888.

41 worked on the plantation just like they did in the real slavery
deys, only I received & small wage. I-picked cotton and thinned rice.
I always did just what they told me to do and didn't ever get into any

trouble, except once and that was my own fault.

"You see it was this way. They gave me a bucket of thick clabber
to take to the hogs. I was hungry and took the bucket and sat down
behind the barn and ate every bit of it. I didn't know it would make
me sick, but was I sick? I swelled up so that I s&ll but bust. They
had to doector on me. They took soot out of the chimney and mixed it
with salt and made me take that. I guess they saved my life, for I
wes awful sick.

"I never learned to read until I was 26 years old. That was after
I left the plantation. I was staying at a place washing dishes for
Goodyear's at Sapville, Georgia, six miles from Waycross. I found a
Webster's spelling book that had been thrown away, and I learned to

resd from that.

"T wasn't converted until I ient to work in a turpentine still
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DADE COUNTY FLORIDA FOLKLORE

Ex~8laves Continued.

and five years later I was called to preach. I am one of thirteen

children and none of us has ever been arrested. We were taught right.

*I kept on preaching until I came to Miami. I have been assist-

ant pastor at Bethel African Methodist Church for the past ten years.

"I belong to a class of Negroes called Geechees. My grandfather
was brought directly from Africa to Port Royal, South Carolina. My
grandmother used to hold up her hand and look at it and sing out of
her hand. She'd meke them up &8s she would look at her hand. She

sang in Geechee and also made rhymes and songs in English."

kit
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Banan Loynton,Benl ;Flovida,

1. iove, end about when, were you bOrm?

ome time in 1850 on Jolm and Mollde iicover's
wmntatim betwecn ‘avammeh and mﬁ?lﬁfstm neae

the Georgie line.

e ;;;f‘ vw were born on & P’ amatim op fam, what sort or
ing w@ﬁtim wae 1t in? |

They mmad rice, oorn wheat, and lots of eotton,
. mis&d sm-ythm thay ot « wegetahlos, taters
and all that,

Je T 44 you pasy the time es & orild? Yhat sort of ehoves
144 you deo end what 144 you pligy?

I had to thin cotton in de fields and mind the
Plies at the tebls. I ohosod them with o fly
busk, sometimes a 1iud from & tree and somatines

wid o Poncy Pugh,

]

' an your mester kiad o you?

[

Yos, I war favored by beling with my maasy,
Se  ou rany slaves were there on the some plaatataon end faym? |

I don't ¥now, There was nlenty of dem up in de
hundreds, I rechkon,

member whet kind of coocking utemsils youwr mother used?

Yea, dey hed spidevs ant bm iron kettles thet doy
g 14 de chimmey by e long ¢halues Tren dey
mmawmtmtmywaa chain and vhen
doy wanted $o bake in the spiders, they's put

them under de kettle can cover wi%h coals until aoy
was hot, Dwdmtﬁammm&wbh
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ome erEF1OP | e

1o 1yl e < | -
rmee ned spiders end twm them srcund when dey wus
dome - one sldes

m, ui 7w voum mein foods end how were they coolked?

8
‘.

- @ )

-~
1

e

ca Vel oveoretldvg you conld think of to éat

o e peewerber raking imStetion or substitute ocofifes by
gj"’i"’l, W w aoPn oy mmﬁa? ,

0e e vad popl coffees

LoYOn Dk Tery ever nawing, when you were am.g, eny
st Tind nf bread besidss eora broad?

ne, Totter oplrog and white bread. :
¢ Tou rorerher aveporating sesa watw te M Balb?

e 248 1At et waye o | ..
Ton Yo weps & ”’?wﬂ.‘i what sort of gtm &e :wu PemeThHeY
roup nother :avin D14 they have & hang ‘pot in the |

o “lmee, a-d Gid they meke thedr send] ’""ef thetr own
tellow?.

Shways Ced z:zmplma or open fires on thu zylantstim,
but aftor 8 long vhile ny macsy had hwz'bh stoves to
cook one. Do would give de slaves pot ligaer to sook
groen 10 nuretivnesy - Dey 11t de Cires with Flint end
swal when 1t would go outs e sll ate with wooden

cddles for wrocnse  ge dow taller condles out of
beef and mutton tallew, den wetd ahoog Yo dovm Into
“he soandle sticks made of tin mene wid & mmf:!;e on

and a holdor for the canfdle in the oconter, mu mowhow,

1,13 vou fe e open woll or parp to get the mt:er?

¢ *ai g well vith two buoclwte on =a wlley to deaw
the wobers

+ © von rensvber when you Pirst sa- fce in regular form?

0, i would freese 1 wintsr in our place,

v ovour family work Iy the rice Tlelds or in the cotton

tho fepm, or what sort of work di4 they Go?
‘“hey d4d all kinds of work in the fisldse

42
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15, fzmywﬂmdmthohemwum mplm, msmw
wop 444 they do?

I was houre matd and &34 ‘W tmtom e &odw
Sometimes 1%d sweep emd work sr ell tho times

16, -0 you remeber sver telplug tem and owre hides end pig hides?

| “his wes dome op the plamtation. I took no pert in 1.

7, -8 g yomg pereon what sort efmkﬁteron dot if vw h.lud
*fn.»’ mother around the house or cud flwewood ov sp:pkt the

yEPy fE&F B0g

T helped do the housewerk mnd did mt the mistress

';01(? ﬂ dﬁu
hen you were & oh do ou remsubey how pecple ! oicth,

or amn thread, op yoked out cotton soed, op wa , edtton,
or what rort of bag was used on the cottm balest

O w

5 vou vemenber what sort of mp tm wsad? Slow did thq
cet the lye for mek® g the amp?

+os, 313 nelp to rake the am iye ami soft 208p¢ Nover
seed eny cake soap wntil 1 ~ame heres

ot &19 they use for dyumg ‘thread and sloth azad bow dtd M
Cvp hom?

hey f‘m- lua copreres fez- veuw, ané
oy oo chips 5 ' ‘

24d vour mother uss big, wooden mm witl« cw holes
o exch side For tm i’inge”?

Ves, and dey hed smaller wooden leels, _“em soed
eny tin tubs up thewe, |

© ru ~omenbeyr the wey they M‘ shoes by hmﬁ»in the country?
Yo, tha:r mad- 811 cuy shoes on the 9&:&%&&&&&

¢ vou remenier saving the chiclen mtm and Eﬁm
fealong almya for your rmmmr ,

Yoa,

mmmwmmmm O
'r‘_a‘w O theymd_ !

= io thoty siste
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Yes. Ny misame, smmdeua;uhotw_orz
ruess she dought 1t, at so-e of the 2laves »
thin linds from tress and med  their hoopw. ,
mnade tMmtatW&mmdeld
staroh thelr skits st with rdoc stard 0 miks
thelir ckirts stand way out. Xe thm\.ghe theree hoopa
vere Just the thﬁn; for atyle,

0 You vemember m you f'irat sav oup ftmi: winmni
Vese ‘hcy d’iﬂa't have them ths"o.

e wen e ber wvhen you firet sow beod mimgs instead
of hed POPESY? ‘

T glept 1o & gnny k. %m&smmdarogom
endl ste scovered the ropes with a eow hide,
'mv cnd coyn shuck maitresges fop her. ‘eld mt

the hay and shuoks up fise and stuff the tidks

with tiems The cow hides were placed on top of the .
matiresses to proteet them, '

‘hen d1d you dee the first bacgy end what did it look Mie?
It wee a buggy 1like vou éfs#;
"0 yo1 pemerber your grend-arentsi

i0e @mmwaa sold Prom me mn vas small, X
st&wd in my wncle's smﬂ at nighh

a1 vome ber the money eslled “shﬁn»ylamws”?
U‘ |

hat intevcsting Mstwm eMs ha;pensd ﬁwim ym
yeuth, sueh 88 Shorman's awmy passing throuch yous

ceeblont D84 you witnoas the happenings and mt was
the ?‘eaat.tm of the other Negroes to themf?

I vemerbe~ woll when, 46 war was on. iwedmtm
the big eorn sheller snd sack the shelled ctam

for the Confederate soldisrws, They used to sell soms
oftheuwamdmygmsmoti* wmmmu
snyway the Yeniwes got some and they did sot .
them S0 get 1%, It wes thie wayt ohe Uk _
ceme through there ahesd of Shermen'c Army. S
thought the Wheeler beys were Conlederates, %o;
eme down the pead s MBW“ mm, mﬁw&a

wm
ke - Por m m %’&’;’uzw MM"




. rajles | - - " rege 8 .

Yo of ommmwmvu re Ou Mmhgh' '
our 8 « FHell, they ceme am! to |
‘herman's soldiers weme soming' and
©oell our fmd and velusble tm'z@,
nmryt"‘!.ng 5y wankod, oy
e tingd. a‘hc v hales md ded m mm |
and covered them with eotton seed and all that, Them
oupr me o8y glve dom food end thanked the~ for theflr
Rindnoss and he set out wid two ¢f the girls to tots
i‘.?a"& 1 ko scfely, Dt before he @Q bae: aft’w the a&m,
tre Tonks w.ro 00 USe

3 *xjamm? a.ihc‘imh tharmﬁtalciusmeh
eay. lew you beg for ~e. they ask you uhather Itye

boon  ood to you, ! tell Yem 'yust, thoy as¥ yon

17 we give you ment yw ey ‘Yyent, I*M de vos ‘
Qidnte ik smymat bat zas& .cuse I worked in the
“oises So I Gidm't toll a 1ie, for 1 Ald gt monte

o we borod, ant wo say, "Our miseus iz good, ”m't
Dl 1) ‘{iu ?zer. me‘t: you ‘iﬁm oury nest avay frow us, “m"b
wou hurt he-, Dntt bura her houre down, 90 |
turned mums tho e end some of the other 'yil
mttheyaidntm%hsmwmh\mtw .

o now ahomtafm!w&m corint. They never stope d
?» nothin?! . Thely horses would jump the worm yail
foncos and they come Yevose fields 'n oyer@things They
bound our missus upstaies so she ~onldnlt gey sway,
thon they came $0 the cheds end we beggodm
fon hm*. Then they loosed her, but thoy took some of us
fur refugees and some of the saves went off with them
of their oem will, The¥ Sock 5'1 the things thad vere
burled all the hume and everything they wembed, »

“ey 34 not buwrn the house and owrrmissus wos seved,

Gl AT wou nmmgemmmmwsawmm

ury?

(S

02 A6 wu Tiow euy Negroes who Adisted in the scuthern army?

U

0l

“We iy master joim m sonfoderacy? "hat do you remeber
of g votue t‘m the wvert? Or vas he woimded. end kE1leA?

°8+ Two boys went. Ome was killed and one cume ‘mn;g




s - 46

. d vou live in @amdlm Sherssn and ‘he Nopthemm ~
forces merched through the stats, and do you remember the
c?citfmagg in vour towm oY srcimd the *«3%3&1@ vhere
you live

7o lived north of Savammah, I don't !mm hov far 1%
uns, but 1t wes in South Carolima,

4d w0 r nasterts house get robbed or aamod durmg m
£3-0 of Sherman's werch®

"o wore vobbed, lmt the house was not burned. Ye saved
kt for them,

6. el Tind of uniferms did they woar during the 0ivil wert
2o and pYey | .

t7e that sort of medieins wes used in the da s just a&‘teny
o oer 2 Degordde a 2mm doctor of that period,

‘ve uscd to male tee out of the Lewil's Shee S¢pdng that

vrew clong on the ground. We used oil and qu
“ut turpentine on soref.,

e 1ol do -ou reme-ber ebvout nopihern people or mmléo people
sovie 4 to 8 eov Aamity after the war?

Yon., eogDarmont, rhe. ?smgiz-t; white folka, I c&i&a’e’ ge to
Bon 00l e

.;;g:; vo e familvte life compare efter Umancivation with

14 3 e’ma?
Thd it hetter and so did the rost,

Lot ov enything about p@ii’kiml zeetings and clubs
sered after the war? .

¢ ad t0 have n tloket h@ g£o to e'ureh or the yadile
rdllevs,

':3 ot ow anything regarding the letters and af.:om 5 from
“‘“mv who w:!.m‘&eﬁ nopth after the war?t

De

J¢ v eany legroes of vour ssquaintance who m smm&
St capbiconlsy 1lime of work? .

Tom, mkinﬁmm md emvm, !zw bad 66 do wmost
wwerything or get paddied,
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A GOVERNOR'S SLAVES

Matilda Brooks, 79, who lives in lMonticello, Fla., was

once a slave of a South Carolina governor.

Mrs. Brooks was born in 1857 or 1858 in Edgefield, S«Ce
Her parents were Ha.wkins and Harriet Knox, and at the time of
the birth of their daughter were slaves on a large_plantw-
-~'6.ion..?oelonging. to Governor Frank ?iqkens. On this plantation
vere raised cotton, corn, potatoes, tobacco, peas, wheat and
truck productse As soon as Matilda was large enough to go

into the fields she helped her parents with the faming,

The former slave descriBes Governor Pickens as being
'Very good' to his slaves. He supervised them personally,
&l thcugh official duties often made this difficult. . He
$&% to it that their quarters were comfortable and that they
always had sufficient foods When' they became ill he would
himeelf doctor on them with pills, castor oil, turpentine

and other remedies. Their diet congisted largely of potam
ey

» corn bread, syrup, greens, peas, and occasionally ham,

foxl and other meats or poultry. Their chief beverage was

Cofree made from narched corne
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Since there were no stoves during slavery, they cooked
their food.sn in large iron pots suspended from racks built
into the fireplaces. Fried foods were érepared in iron ‘'spim
ders!, large frying pans with legs. The se pane were placed
over hot coals, and the seasonin~ was done with salt which
they secured from evaporafed sea~watlers After the food was
fried and while the coalls were s5till glowing the fat of oxen
and sheep was melted to make candles. Any grease 1eft over
Was put’ into a largé box, to be used later for soap-meking.

Lye for the soap was obtained by pu:tting oak ashes

in a barrel and pouring water over them. After standing for
several days == until the ashes had decayed --- hbles were
drilled into the bottom of the "bz’;,rrell and the liquid drained
off, This liquid was the lye, and it was then trickled into
the pot into which the fat had been placede i’ne two were ‘
then boiled, and after cooling cut into squares of soape

Water for cooking and other purposes was obtained from
2 well, which also served as a refrigerator at times. Maw
‘llda does not recall seeing ice\until-many Years later.

In the evenings Matilda's mother would weave cloth on
her spinning-jenny and an ixﬁprovised loome This cloth was
‘hetimes dyed in variaus colors: blue from the indigo plant;
Velicw from the crocus and brown from the bark of the red

O3k, Cther colors were obtained from berries and other Plants.
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In seasons other than picking-~time for the c’otton the
children were usua.lly allowed to play in tke evem.ngs. When
cotton crops were large, however, they spent their evenings
picking out seeds from the cotton bolls, in order that thleir
parents might work uninterruptedly in the fields during the
daye The cotton, after being picked and separa-ted, woul d
be ezghed in balances and packed tlghtly in 'crocus' bagse

Chicken and goose feathers were jealously baved dum
ring these days. They were used for the mattresses thz;,t resw-
ted on the beds of wooden slats that were built in corners .
against the walls. Hoop skirtis were worn. at the time, bdbut
for how long afterward liatilda does not remember. She only
recalls that they were dissppearing 'about ‘the time I saw
a windmill for the first time's

The coming of the Yankee soldiers created much excitew
Zent among the slaves on the Pickens plantation. -"Ihe_ slaves
were in ignorance of activitidés going on, and of their epe
proach, but when the first one was sighted the news spread
'Just like dry grass burning W 2 hill's Despite the kindm
hesc of Gevernor Pickens the slaves were happy to claim their
new-Tound freedom., Some of them even ran away to join the
Tortrern armies before they were officially freed. Some ate
“erztad to show their loyalty to their old owners by joining

the Soathern armies, but in this section they were not perw
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mitted to do so0. .

After she was released from slavery llatilda csme with
her parents to the Monticello section, where the Knoxes bew
came paid house servants. The parents "took an gctive part
in politics in the sectidn, and Matilda was sent to school.

White teachers operated the schools at first, and were
later reploced by Negro teachers. Churches were opened with
Negro ministers in the pulpits, and other necessities of
community life eventually came to the vicinity

Matilda still lives in one of the earli_er_homés of
her parents in the area, now descfi‘bed as 'Rooster«Town' by
its residents. The section is in the eastern part of Montde

cellCe

HitA A



Slave Interview
Alfred. Farrell _ .
¥onticello, Flas ' : Bage b

BIELIOGRAPHY

Interview with subject, Matilda Brooks; “Rooster~Town",

eastern part of city, Monticello, Jefferson County, ﬁa.
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Titus B. Bynes, affactionately known as "Daddy Bymes", is
reminiscent of Harriet Bescher Ctowe®s immertal "Uncle Ton" and Josl
Chandler Harris! inimitable "Uncle Remmus® with his white beerd and
hair surmunding a smnné dlack fauces He was born in November 1846
in what 1s now Clarendon Courty, Seuth Carolinss Beth his father,
Juffy, and mother, Diana, balonged to Gadriel Flewden sho owned 78
or 80 slaves and wes neted for his kindness to thems

Bynes?! father was a commen hbonr.'ana his mether uim _
in thq capacity of charbermnid 2m spinner, They had 18 nhﬂdmn.
seven boys— Abratem, Putus, Reess, Lswremce, Themes, Billie, and
Honlot == and five girls-~ Charity, Chrissy, Famnie, Charlette, and
Violet,

Yhen Titus wes five or six years of age he vas given %o

‘lovdan's wife vho groemed him for, the job of Mouseboy. Although he
never veceived any education, Bynes was mick to lesrm. He mu tell
the time of day and conlé--aisungﬁix one newspapsr fiom ammi'. He
rezalled an incident which hsppened when he was about eight years ef
e which led him to -conceal his precscisusness. One day while writing
°n the rmumd, he heaxd his nistrun' little damghter $ell heor mther
tht Lie vas writing sbout water. Mistress Plewien called him and told

. 26725
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him that if he were omght witizg again his right arm would be cub

nffe From then #n his pmlay- vanished, In regurds to religlen,
Bymes can reeall the Sunday services very vividlyj and hs tells how the

Nerroes who were seated f{n the gallery first heard a sermen by the
white minister anmd then after these ssrvices they would aather on the
muin floor and hear a;mn by a Negrv preacher,

Bynes asminmmmm ﬁﬂxm;bou. ad he can re=-
neber the regiment cemp betwesn Savammal, Georgla and Clarlesten, .
‘osth Cercline. His mistrees wuld mot permis Bymss %0 soconpany his
mater to Virginia $0 Jein the Mupten Lecion on the grounis that 1%
7.5 oo cold for him, Aml thus ended his var days$ After the war he
wont with tis father ts werk on the Medge Plantabiens Whem he vas %0

vaare of age, his fether turmed him loese. Younz Bynes remted 14 mores

0f lond fron irthur Harven and began Cavming.

In 1508 be 1eft Seuth Oavolina aml ceme $9 Flerida, He
sottled in Ruterprise (mow Bemsen Springs), Yolusia Coumsy where he
oriod for J, Co Hayes, a farmer, for one year, after which he houp-

s%07deds  He next beceme a oarpenter and, as he says h‘-m":“‘

Juck of all tredes and a master of none.” Me murried shertly after
toring to Floride end ig the _tnﬁm_,_- of Shree soxs~"sp my wife Sold ne,"
he dlde with a twinkle im bis eyess, Nis wife is now desd, Ho was

7oilled upon while very 111 to euter the Timusville Poor Fara where
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he has been for almost two years. (8)

Della Besas Hilyerd, or "iunt Besp" as she is bettar im‘.
wms born in Darlington, South Carelima in 10868, the deughter of Resier
eml "i1phy Hart, slaves of Ous Bimerds. Both her paremts wers cotton
nickers and as a 1little girl bdla often went with her pnintn inte
tho Tields. | One day eche ﬂam that the Yankess ocame thronsh South
*urolim with Ragpaacks on thei> shoulderss It wasa® uxtil leter thad

che lesrmd the reason.

%hen asked if sha received any educational traiming, "iumt
Ness” replisd in the negative, tut stated that the slavss on the Riwards
plantation were permitted %o piek up what sdacstien they could witheut
foar of being molested, Mo one tothered, however, to teach them any-
thinge |

In regords to relicion, "mnt less" said that the sleves
vero not told about hesvenj they were t0ld to Lomr thediy mesters:and
riatrosses and of the demmation which awaited them m‘aammm.

Aftor slavery the Hart femily moved %o Osergia where Della
(mez into womanheed and at an sarly age married Caled Bess by whem
e hod two chiliren, After the deeth of Bess, about fifteen years age,
"unt Ness” moved to Fort Phroi. Flerida. Wile there she married

290
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lomny Hilyard whe brought her to Titusville where she now resides, o
»alie of bysmue dayse (S)
Teylor U R ey

Taylor Cilbert waz bhorm in Shellman, Mg&a. 91 yeers age,
of a colored mother and & white futher, “which {s vhy I am s whits",
Le adds. He hos mever besu knewn to have pessel for white, hewever,
in spite of the fech that he could do so wWitlout debection, David
Fermson bought Jeced Cilbert frem Drs Gildert as @ husbend for Emily,
Taylor's mother. Hxily hed nime childrem, two by a white men, Frances
and faylar, and seven by Jaogd, only three of whom alibry resmbers~——
© Dettie, fena, and imniee Two of these ohiliren were seut %o sehoold

vhile the others wers eblimd o woxk on the plantation, IEmily, the
~other, mos the cook and washwnan while Jaced vas the butler, |

Gilbart, e epod sized lad when slavery was at 1ts hetght,
weenlls vividly the oruel lashings and other punishments meted out e
tlomix ghe dlsobeyed their master or dtempted to run amaye It was
e oeneton of glaves who wished to go from one plantatien to angther
5y onrey passes 4n case they 'were stopped as suspected mw,- Tre-
2omtly slaves would viels without benefit ef passes, and as result
™n rffared severe terturings Often 5he sons of $he slaws® ewers
™21y "migger Mnting® and nething~— mS even mirder was too herrie
1o v them %o do to slawes caght withous posses. They justified
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their fiendish acts by saying the "migger tried $o run eway when told

to etope

Gilbert camet remember when he came to Flarids, but he
oleims that it wes nar.y years agde Iike the majerity of Negroes after
glevery, he became a farmer which ocoupation he still pursmnes. He |
rerried once ut "my wife pet to messin® eround with amother men se I
gont her homs to her mother,” He can be found in Mimms, Florida, where
he may be seen daily hebbling around on his ocame, ‘(4‘)
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PATIENCE CAMPBELL

Patience Campbell, blind for 26 years, was born in
Jackson County, near Marianna, Florida about 1883, on a famm
of George Bullock, Her mother fempy, belonged to Bullock, while
her father Arnold Merritt, belonged to Edward Merritt, a large
plantetion owner, According to Patience, her mother's owner was
very kind, her father's very cruel, Bullock had very few slaves, .
but Merritt had & great many of them, not & few of whom he sold
at the slave markets. |

Patience spent mést of her time playing in the sand when
she was a child, while her parents foiled in thHe fields for their
respective owners. Her grandparenés on her mother's side belonged
¢ Bullock, but of her father's people she knew nothing as "they
didn't come to this country." When asked where they lived,éhe re-
Piied "in South Carolina."

Since she lived with her mother, Patience fared much

¢tter than had she lived with her father. Her main foods included

‘eate, creens, rice, corn bread which was replaced by biscuits on

Sunday morning, Coffee was made fiom parched corn or meal and was
the o . '
Cilef drink, The food was cooked in large iron pots and pans in
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an open fireplace and seasoned with salt obtained by evapdrating
sea water., ' .
Water for all purposes was drawn from & well, In
order to get soap to wash with, the cook would.save all the grease
left from the cooking. Lye was obtained by mixing oak ashes with
water and allowing them .ﬁo decay: Tubs were made from large ba.rrelé.
When she was about seven or eight, Patience assisted
other children about her age and older in picking out cotton seeds
from the picked cotton., After the ébtton was weighed on improved

/
ecales, it was bound in bags made of hemp,

Spinning and weaving were taught Patience when she
was about ten. Although the cloth and thread were dyed various
cclors, she knows only how blue was obtained by allowing the 1ndigo
plant to rot in water and straining the result,

Patience's father was not only a capa.bAle field wor_ker
tut 5180 a finished shoemaker, After tanning and curing his hides
oy placing them in water with oak bark for several days and. then exe
Pesiry them to the sun to dry, he would cut out the uppers and the
S0ies after measuring the foot to be shod., There would be an inside
S0ie a3 well as an outside sole tacked together by means of ema.li
acks made of maple wood. Sewing was done on the shoes by means of
Tlux taread,

Patience remembers saving the feathers from all the

by
oWl t¢ make feather beds, She doesn't remember when women stopped
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wearing hoops in their skirts nor when bed springs replaced

bed ropes. She does remember,however, that theee things were umed.
She saw her first windmill abbgt 36 years ago, ten years before
she went blind. She remembers seeing buggies during slavery time,
little light carriages, some with two wheels and some with four,
She never heard of any money called "shin-plasters,® and she be-
came money-conscious during the war when Confédera-te currency was
introduced. When the slaves were sick, they were given castor 611,
turpentine and medicines made from various roots and herbs,

Patlence's mgster joined the confederacy, but her

~

father's master did nat.‘Although Negroes could enlist in the

f
L

Southern army if they desired}f none of them wished to do so but.
preferred to join northern forces and fight for thé thing they de-
sired most, frecdom., When freedom was no longer & dream, but & re-
aliyy, the Merritts started life on their own as farmers. Twelve -
vear old Patience entere@ one of the schoo,ls established by the

Freedmen's Bureau, She recalls the gradual growth of Negro settle-

ments, the churches and the rise and fall of the Negroes politica.lly._
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The life of Florida Claytor is interesting in that
it illustrates the miacegené.tion prevalent during the days of
slavery. Interesting also is the fact that Florida was not a
slave even though she was & product of those turbulent daye.
Uany years before her birth- March 1, 1854- Florids's great
grandfather, a white man, came to Tallahassee, Florida from
Washington, District of Columbia, with his children whom he had
by his Negro slave, On coming té Florida, he set all of his child=
rén free except one boy, Amos, who was sold to a Major Ward. For
what reason this was done, no one knew. Florida, named for the state
in which she was born, was one of seven ohildren born to Charlotte
Worris(colored) whose father was a white man and David Clayton(wzhite),

Florids, in & retrogressive mood, can recall the "nigger

wunters® and "nigger stealers” of her childhood days. Mr. Nimrod and
ir. shehee, both white, specialized in catching runaway slaves with
their ¢rained bloodhounds. Her parents always warned her and her |
brothars and sisters to g0 in someone's yard vher;ever they saw these
Ben with their dogs lest the ferocious animals tear them to pieces.

1 5
1 regards to the *nigger stealers," Florida tells of a covered wagon
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which used to come to Tallahassee at regular intervals and
camp in some secludsd spot. The children, attracted by the
old wagon, would be eager to go near 1t, but they were always
told that "Dry Head and Bloody Bones," & ghost who didn't like
children, was in that wagon. It was not until later years that -
Florida and the other children learned that the driver of the
wagon was & ®"nigger stealer"™ who stole children and took them -
to Georgia to sell at the slave markets.

When ehe was 11 yeers old, Florida saw the
surrender of Tallahassee to the Yankees. Three years later she
came to Jacksonville to live with her sister. She married but is

now divorced after 13 years of marriage,

Three years ago she entered the 0ld Folks Home
at 1637 Fra.nklin Street to live,
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"Father®” Charles Coates

M

"Father Charles Coates, as he is called by all who

65

know him, was born a slave, 108 years ago at Richmond, Virginia,

on the plantation of a man named L'Angle. His early boyhood
days was spent on the L'Angle place filled w{th duties such
a8 minding hogs, cows, bringing in wood and such light work,
His wearing apparel consisted of one garment, & shirt made to
reach below the knees énd with three-quarter aleeves. He wore
no shoes until he was & man past 30 years of age.

The single garment was work summer and winter alike
and the change in the weather did not cause én extra amount
of clothes to be }urniahed for the slaves. They were required

to rove about so fast at work that the heat from the body was

suificient to keep them warm.

When Charles was still a young man Mr. L'Angle sold.
?

fin on time payment to W.B. Hall; who several years before the
Clvil Yar moved from Richmond to Washington County, Georgia,
*ariying 135 grown slaves and many children. Mr, Hall made
Charles hig carriage driver, which kept him from hard labor.

Ozler slaves on .the plahtation performed such duties as rail
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spliﬁting, digging up trees by the roots and other hard work.

Charles Coétes remembers vividly the cruelties
practiced on the Hall plantation. His duty was to see that all
the slaves reported to work on time. The bell was rung at 5:30
a.m, by one of the slaves.{Charles had the ringing of the bell
for three years; this was in additlon to the carriage driving.
He tells with laughter how the slaves would "grab a piece of
nest and bread and run to the field" as no time was allowed to
sit and eat breakfast. This was a very different way from that
of the master he had before, as Mi'. L'Angle was much better to
his slaveé.

Mr, Hall was different in many ways from Mr,

L'ingle, "He was always pretending" says Charles that he did
not want his slaves beaten unmercifully. Charles being close
to Mr. Hall during work hours had opportunity to see and hear
much about what was going on at the plantation, And ‘he believes
that Mr, Hali knew just how the overseer dealt with the slaves.

On the Hall plantation there was a contraption, similai
t0 a gallows, where the slaves were suspended and whipped. At the
“op of this device were blocks of wood with chains run through
20les ang high enough that a slave when tied to th chains by his
fingers would barely touch the ground with his foee. This was done
°C taat the slave could not shout or twist his body while being

*hipped, The whippi was prolinged until the body of the slave
%S covered with whe&pa and blood trickled down his naked body.
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Women were treated in the same manner, and a pregnant. woman
received no more leniency fhan did a man. Very often after a
severe flogging a slave's body was treated to a bath of water
containing salt and pepper so that the pain would be more lasting
and aggravated., The whipping was done with sticks and~a whip
called the "cat o' nine tails,®™ meaning every lick meant nine.

The "cat o' nine tails" was a whip of nine straps attached to a
stick; the straps were perforated so that everywhere the hole in
tae strap fell on the flesh a blieter was left,

The treatment given by the overscer ias very
terrifying. He relates how a slave was put in a room and locked
up for two and three days at a time without water or food, because
the overseer thought he hadn't done enough.wofk in a given time,

Another offense which brought forth severe punisghe-
ment was that of crossing the road to another.plantafion. A whip-
Ping was given and very often a slave was put on atarvation-for
a few days,

One prizilege given siaves'on the plantation was
@Ppreciated by all and that was the opportunity to hear the word
of Cod. The white people gathered in log and sometimes frame
¢turches and the slaves were permitted to sit about the church

. ?
aId on wegons and on the ground and listem to the preaching. When

the sleves wanted to hold church they had to get special permission

f . tho = 4 ]
Lon the nasver, and at that time a slave hut was used, A white

Piescher was called in and he would preach to them not to steal,
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lie or run away and "be sure and git all dem weeds outen dat
corn in de field and your master will think a heap of you."
Charles does not remember anything else the preachér told them
about God. They learned wore about God when they sat outside .the
church waiting to drive their masters and family back home.

Charles relates an:incident of a slave named Sambo
who thought himself very smart and who courted the favor of the
master. The neighboring slaves screamed 80 loudly while being
whipped that Sambo told his master that he knew how to make a
contraption which, if a slave was put into while being whipped
wculd prevent him from paking.a noise. The device was made of two
blocks of wood cut to fit the head and could be fastened arouhd
the neck tightly. When the head was put in;xhe upper and lower parts
were clamped together around the neck so that the slave could not ,
scream, The same effect as choking. The stomach of the victim waé'
Placed over & barrel which allowed freedom of movement, When the
lash was administered and the slave wiggled, the barrel moved.

Now it so0 happened ﬁnat Sambo was the first to be
put into his own invention for a whipping. The overseer applied
the lash rather heavily and Sambo was compelled to wiggle his body
to religve his feelings. In wiggling the barrél under his stomach
iolled a bit straining Sambo's neck and breaking it. After Sambo
died from his neck being broken the master discontinued the use

of the device, as he saw the loss of property in the death of slaves.
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Charles was still a carriage driver when freedom
came. He had opportunity to see and hear many things about
the master's private life, ﬁhen the news of the advance of the
Union Army came, Mr. Hall carried his money to a secluded spot
and buried it in an iron pot so that the soldiers who’ware con-
fiscating all the property and money they could, woﬁld not get
his money. The slave owners were required to notify the slaves
thaf they were free so Mr, Hall sent his son Sheraxrd to thé cabins
to notify all the slaves to come into his presence and there he
had his son t0 tell them that they we;e frgg;gfhe Union soldiers
took much of the slave owners' property and gave to the slaves
telling them that if the owners! took the property back to write
and tell them about it; the owners only laughed because they knew
the slaves could not read ﬁor write. After the soldiers had gone
)'the timid and scared slaves gave up most of the land; some few
however, fenced in & bit of land while the soldiers remained in
the vicinity and they managed to keep a little of the land.
| Many cf the slaves remined with the owners. There
they worked for esmall monthly wages and took whatever was left of
cast off clothing and food and whatever the %old missus" gave them.
A pair of old pants of the master was highly prized by them.

Charles Coates was glad to be free. He had been well

'taken care of and looked younger than 37‘yeara of age at. the cloee

of elavery. He had not been married; had been put upon the block
twice to be sold after belonging to Mr., Hall, Each time he was
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offered for sale, his master wanted stmuch for him, and re-
fusing to sell him on time payments, he was alwﬁys left on
his master'e hands. His master said "being tall, healthy and
robust, he was well worth much mone&."

After slavery, Char les was rated as a good wbrker.
He at once began working and saving his money and in a shorf
time he had accumulated "around $300,"

The first sightiof a certain young woman caused
him to fall in love. He eayé the love was mututal and after
a courtshdp of three weeks they ﬁere married. The girl's mother
told Charles that she had always been very frail, but he did not
know that she had consumption. Within three dayg(after they were
married she died and her death caused much grieé/for Charles.

He was reluctant to bury her and wanted to continue
to stand and look at ner face. A white doctor and a school teach?r
whose names he does not remember, told him to put his wife's
body in alcohol to preserve it and he could look at it all the -
time. At that time white people w:ho had plenty of mpney and wanted
to see the faces of thelr deceased used this method.

A glass casket was used and the dressed body of the
deceased was placed in alcohol inside the casket. Another casket
made of wood held the glass casket and the whole was placed in &
vault made of stone or brick., The walls of the vault were left

about four feet above the ground and a window and ledge were
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placed in front, so when the m®sket was placed inside of the
vault the bereaved co 1d lean upon the ledge and look in at
the face of the deceased. The wooden casket was provided with
a glass top part of the way so that‘fhe face could easily be
seen, - | |
Although tﬁe process of preeerving the body in

alcohol cost $160, Charles did not regret the expense saying,
*I had plenty of money at that time." »

After the death of his wife, Charles left with
,his mother and father, Henrietta and Spencer Coates and went'tz
Savannah, Georgis. He said they were so glad to go, that they
walked téAwithin 30 miles of Savannah, when they sawy a man driving
é horse and wagon who picked them up'and carried them into Sa-
vannah, It was in that city that he met\pis present wife, Irene,
and they were married about 1876,

There are nine grandchildren and eight greafegrand-
children living and in March of 1936, when a party was given in
honer of Father Coates! 1osth birthday, one of each of the four
generations of hie‘family were present,

The party wae given at the Clara White Mission, 615
West Ashley Street by Ertha M.M. White, Father Coates and his
wife were very much honored and each spoke encouraging words to
those present. bn the occasion he said that the cause for his
long life was due to living close to nature, rising early, going

to bed early and not disqﬁpating in any way.{He can®shout”(jumping

e

A
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about a foot and a half from the floor and knocking his heels

together.) He does chores about his yard; looks years younger

than he really is and enjoys good health, Hié hé.ir is partly
wnite; his memory very good and his chief delieght is talking
about God and his goodness, He has preached the gospél in ‘his
humble way for a number of years, thereby gaining the name of

"Fathe: " Coates.
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JIrene Coates

Immediately after‘slavery in the United States, the
soufhern white people found themselves without servants, women
who were acéustomed to having a nurse, maid, dook and laundress
found themselves without sufficient money to pay wages to all
these. There was a great amount of work to de done and the greaf
problem confronting married women who had not been taught to work
and who thought it beneath their standing td 8oil their hands;
found it very difficult,

‘ There were on the other hand many Negro women who
needed work and young girls who needed guidance and triining,

The home ana guidance of the aristooratic white
people offered the best opportunity for the dependent un-schooled
freed women; and it was in this kind of home that.the ex-slave
child of this story was reared.

Irene Coates of 3015 Windle gtreet, Jacksonville,
Fiorida, was born in Georgla about 1859. She was olose to six
years of aée when freedom was declared,

She was one among the many Negro children who had
the advantage of living under the direct supervision of kind whites

-
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and receiving the care which could only be excelled by an ed-
ucated mother,

Jimmie and Lou Bedell were the_names of the man
and wife who saw the n&ed of having a Negro girl come into
their home as one in thé family and at the same time be aésured
of a good and efficient servant in years to come.

, When Irene was.old enough, she became the nurse
of the Bedell baby and when the family left Savannah, Georgia
to come to Jacksonville, they brought Irene with them.

Although Irene was just about six years old when
the Civil War ended, she has vivid recollection of happenings
during slavery. Some of the incidents which happened were told
her by herAalave associates after slavery ended and some of them
she remembers herself.

Two 1ncidenté which she considers caused respeo? for
slaves by their masters and finally the Emancipation by Abraham
Lincoln she tells in this order., |

The first event tells of a young, strdng healthy
Negro woman who knew her wo?k and did it well." She would grab
up two bags of guana(fertilizer) and tote 'em at one time," said
Irene, and was never found shirking her work., The overseer on the
plantation, was very hard on the slaves and practiced striking
them across the back with a whip when he wanted to spur them on

to do more work,
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Irene says, one day a crowd of women were hoeing in

the fiéld and the oversser rode along and struck one of the women
afross the back with the whip, and the oﬁe nearest her spoke and |
said that if he ever struck her like that, it would be the day he
or- she would dde. The overseer heard the remark and the first op-
portunity he got, he rode by the woman and struck her with the
whip and started to ride on, The woman was hoeing at the time, she
whirled around, struck the overseer on his head with the hoe, knock-
ing him from his horse, she then pounced upon h{gtand chopped his
head off. She went mad for a few seconds and proceeded to chop and
mutilate his body; that done to her satisfaction, she then killed
his horse. She then calmly went to tell the master of the murder,
saying "I've done killed de 6verseer." the master repliedr'Do you
mean to say you've killed the overseér?' she aneweréd yes,, and that
she had_killéd the horse also, Without hesitating, the master point-
ing to one of his small cabins on the plantation said- "You see that
house over there?" she answered yes- at the same timé looking- -weil
said he, take‘all your belongings and move into that house and you
are frée from this day and if the mistress wants you to do anything
for her, do it if you want to." Irene related with much uafmth the
effect that incident had upon the future treatment of the slaves,

The other incident occured in Virginié. It was upou an

occasion when Mrs. Abraham Lincoln was visiting in Richmond. A woman

slaveowmer had one of her slaves whipped in the presence of Mrs. Lin-
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coln., It was easily noticed that the woman was an expectant
mother, Mrs. Lincoln was horrified at the situation and expressed
herself as being so, saying that she'yas going to tell the Pres~-
ident as soon as she returned to the White House, Whether this
tﬁoident had any bearing upon Mr. Lincoln's actions or éot, those
slaves who were present and Irene says that they all believed it}
to be the beginning of the President's activities to end slavery,
Besides these incidents, Irene remembers that women
who were not strong and robust were given such work as sewing,
weaving and minding babies. The cloth from whioﬁ the Sunday clothes

of the slaves was made was called ausenbggg;and the slave women

were very proud of this, The older women wéievrequired to do most
of the weaving of cloth and making shirts for the male slave;.

Whenan o0ld woman whé had been sick, regained her
strength, she was sent to‘the fields the same as the younger énes.
The ones who could ocook and tickle the palates of her mistress and
master were highly prized and were seldon if ever offered for sale
at the auction block,

The slaves were given fat meat and bread made of
husk of corn and wheat., This caused them to steal food and when
céught they were severely whipped.

Irene recails the practice of blowing a hofn whenever

& sudden raln came, The overseer had a certain Negro to blow three

times and if shelter could be found, the slaves were expected to
seek it until the rain ceased.
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The master had sheds built at intervals on the plantation.
Thease accomodated a goodly number; if no shed was available the
slaves stood under trees. If neither was handy and the slaves
got wet, they could not go to the cabins to change clothes for
fear of losing time from work. This was often tge cage; she says
that slaves were more neglected théﬁ’the cattle,

Another custom which impressed the childpmind»of Irene
was the tieing of slaves by their thimbs to a tree limb and whipping
them. Women and young girls were treated the same as were men,

After the Bedells took Irene to live‘in their home they
traveled a deal, After bringing her to Jacksonville, when Jackson-
ville was only & small port, they then went to Camden County, Georgiae

Irene married while iﬁ Georgla and came back to Jacksonville
with her husband Charles, the year of’the qgfzgguake at Charleéton,'
South Carolina, about 1888, ’

Irene and Charles Coates have lived in Jacksonville since that
time. She relates many talés of happenings during the time that this
city grew from a town of about four acres to its present status.

Irene is the mother of five children. She has nine grand-
children and eight great-grandchildren.,ﬂer health is fair, but her
eyegight is poor. It is her delight %0 entertain visitors and is
conversant upon matters pertaining to slavery and reconstruction

days.
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NEIL COKER

Intetesting tales of the chanies that came to the
section of Florida that is situated along the 'utnameClay
County lines are teold by Neil Coker; 0ld former slave who

lives two miles sauth of YoRge, on the road Grandin,

Coker is the son of a slava mother and & half.Negro,
“ig father, he states, was Senator John Wall, who held a seat
in gﬁe'ﬁenute for sizteen yecrs, He was born in Virginla, and
rgﬁéived his family neme from en old,family bearing the ﬁﬁm@
‘name in that state, 'He was born, as nexrly as he can rembmber,
abbut 1857, | |

| One of Coker's first r@miniséanoea is of the road
on waich he 8t4ll lives, Dirin, his childhood it was krown
aé tb&.'ﬁellamy Road,! e0 Gﬁllﬁd béehas@ it was bﬁllt, some
132 igars ago, by a men of that name wia‘halled from Weost
‘?iorgaaﬁ

The 'Bellamy Road! was at one time the main route of
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traffic between Tallahassece and St, Augustine, (Interest-
ingly enough, the roaé is at least 30 miles southwest of

at, Aﬁgustine where 1t passcs through Grandin; the reason
for cutting it in such .a wide clrele, Coker says was because

of the ferocity of the Seminoles in the swamps north and west

of S5t, Augustine,

wagons, carriages an¢ atages passed aloﬁg thig road
in the days before the War Between the States, Coker says, -
In addition to these he claims to hsve seen many travellers
by foot, and not infrccuently furtive escapecd slives, the
1atter-ueua11§ under cover of zn appropriate backgréundhor

darkness,

The road agaln came into considerable use during
the late days of the War, It was during these days that the
Feoernl tréops, both wiiltes and Negroes, passel. in seemingly
end¢less procecsion on thelr-.-way {o or from encounters, On one
occngsinn the former slave recounts heving seen a rrocessinn of
soldiers ﬁh&t took nesrly two,days to pessy they travelled on

horse and afoot,

Several amusin: incldents are related by the ex-
slave of the events of thles period, Dozens of the Negro

aolﬁiers,'he says, discarded thelr uniforms for the goudier
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clothing that had belonged to their masters in former daya,
and could be ildentified ns soldlers as they passed only with
aifficulty, Others would pause on their trip at some plantation,
ascertain the/name of the 'meaaest?‘averoeer on the place,
then tie him bnokward on a horse and force him to accdmpany
them, Particularly retributive were the punishments visited
unor Messrs, Mays and Provatt -- generally recoginzed ag the

rost vicious slnve drivers of the section,

Belilamy, Coker says built the #ba& with slave;labar
and ~8 an investment, reallzing mach money on tolls cﬁ it for
manyvy&&rs‘ A rémarkable'féature of the road 1g that despite
ite nge‘anﬂ the faet that County authorities have parmitted itu
former good grading to deterierate t0 an almosteimpaseable gand.
nt sore seasovs,'%hare is no mlstaking t&e réct that this wns

orce & major thar_cmgghfm,

The region that stretches from Creen Cove 8pr1ng
in the Northemst o (randin in the Southwest, the former slave
claims, wns onoe dotted with lakes, areeka, and even a river;
few of the lakes and none of the other bodles still axiat,

however,

Among the m@ra notable of the bodier of water was a
stream « he does not now remember ite name « that ran for abmt
20 miles in an easterly direction from 9tarke, This streanm was
one of the fnstest that the former slave can remember having"auipv
in Fibriaa; 1ts power wos util&zed-for the turning of a ﬁawur‘ |
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falls in the river that turned the'tat&r mill, he at&t&n, was

at least five or six feet high, and at one point under the Falls
a mon named (or possitly niciinamed) "Yankee® opefatéa a gawe
mill, Coker believes thnt this mill, too, derived its rower
from the little siream, ﬁe says that the stream has been
extinct since he reached manhood, It ended in !Serub ¥ond,*
beyond Grandin and atarhi,

Some of the names of the old lakes of the section
were these! "Brooklyn Lakej Magnolia Lakej Soldier Fond (near
Feystone); Half-oon Pond, naar'?utnbm Hall; Hiok'a Lake" and
'ethera. On one of them wns the large griai miil of Dr, HoeCray}
Coker sugyests that thisnightlbe-thé'origin of the town o: YoRee

of tae present pericd,

To ndd to Lte natural water facllitles, Coker points
out, Bredford County also had a canal, This ganal éan’f?om the
interior of the county to the 8t, thn'é River nesr Nreen Cove
Springs, and with Manda#in on theAqther.aide of’tha‘riVar still
a méjer ahippin@ point, the canal ﬁandlea mhah 6f the commerce
of Bradford and Ci&y Countles, |

doker reoalls'viviﬁiy the Indians of the area in the
days before 1870, %These, ha claims to have besn friendly, but
reserved, fellows; he does not reosll any of the Indian. women,

Nezro slaves from the reglon around St, Augustine
and what 1s now Hastings ueed to escape aﬁﬂ use Béilaﬁ?’n Road
on their way to the area about Micanopy, It was considered
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equivalent to ireedom to roach that sectlon, with 1t frlendly

Indians and impenetraltdle forests and swam 8,

The little town of l'elrose nrobably had the most
unusual neme of all the sirange ones prevalent at the time, It
wre @alled, very simply, "Shake-Za ," Coker nakes no e:fort to

ex laln the aprolati n,
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!bungiw1naton Davis a%&tﬁs that he was born in
Ozurk, Aleboma, June 28, 1855 on the plansaticn or Charles |
Davis who owned about seven hundred slaves and wap aonslderu& '
wery wealthy, Kindness and canuider?tian for his slaves, made

them love him,

Reverend Davis wns rather young during hzé'yea:a in
slavery but when he was a&keé(t& %ell~aométhing about thé‘daya
of slavery, replled: "I ramaéﬁﬁr many thinge abnut slovery, |
.but know they will not come to me now} anvway, 111 tell what
T can think of,* | |

e o J
He tells of the use of irﬁn pots, flrapl&nes with roda
uged to hald the nots above the firv for'oookins p@aa, r&ea, |
_vegetamlva meata, @tz*: the huma«mmﬁa aortee from meal, aprtng
nnd well water, tanning euwhide for laather, spinning of thruaﬂ
from cotton end the waaving 1nans¢ L

“@nara wag no azrfurunae * he utatan,’“&n the tr%&tmnnt‘
S of men and waman<rar waﬁk"wy parenta uﬁwkmﬁ.vurw hura anaywnmqn
aid some Jaba tha& we ﬂ@ﬁld thiﬁk ﬁh&ﬂ‘ ff' or Wy
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my mother helped huiia a rnilroédfbcfory ahe was married %o

my father, Hy mother's rtratAhgshand'-au 8014 away from hexty
shucks, some of the mustiers didn't‘care how they treated hue=
‘tands, wivas, parents and children; any of them might be nepara. '
ted from the other, A good price for a 'nigeer' was £1800 on

down and 1f one was what was chlled a etallion (healthy), able
%0 g8t plenty children he would bring about #3500,

P

~ "They had what wae ealled‘lﬁsal_monqy « 1'3iad have
eome of it tut guess it wes turned when I lost my house by fire

a fow yeors ags.
I

"Now, my master had three boye and two girls; his
wife, Flisabeth, was aiout like the ordinary missusj Master
‘Davis was good, but poaitiva' he 4ién't allow other whitas o
both-r hig slaves, '

-

"When the war came, his two boys went firss, finally

aster Davig went; he ond one son never returned,

*The Iankees kllled cows, eto,, as they weni along tut

did not destroy any property ‘r-und where I was,

*We hed prenchers and doctors, but no schoolsj the white .,
prenchers told us to dbey and would read the Bible {whioh we'éau1d w
not unéerstsnd) erd told us hahvte°stéal 8gsss Moat of the dootors
used herbe Qrmm the woode nnd "Aunt Jane" and "Uncle Bob* werw |
known for using "Samgon's Snake Raat " "Devil's shnewatrins‘ tor
stomach troubles and "lowebud %yrtla' for revara; that's good now,
an&le, 1t yau ean get 1%,



o 88

*The 'niggar' ¢idn't have a ohnnca to gis in polit&aa

during slavery, mt atter Emanctnation he went immedintely 1nto
the Rerublican Farty} = rew into the Dcmocrntie Party' there

were many other parties, too,

"The religions were ¥:thodiet and Baﬁtibtz my master © ¢
wi:g Paptiet and that's what I am; we could at.éend church but |
¢are not try to get any edueatiqn,'laes ve punished with straps,

&

'Thera are many thtnga I remember Junt like it was

vreterﬁay the seneral punishment wag with straps - some of the
1rves aufrered terriuky on the plantatiaau' 1f.%he aastar'ana
poor rnd had raﬁ'slavas he was mean - the more w%althy or mors
‘elaves he had, the beztar'ha was. In some caaus 1% uaa the
peneral law ‘that made some of the masters as they were; as, the
1ow required them io hgve an overseer or forem&a‘(he was called
hoss man"} by the 'niggers'snd usually oame f:um.the lower or
pcorer classes of whites; he d&dn't'llka“'g}ggafii usually,‘auﬁ
took authority to do as ha plenaed with them at'tigas, Some
rlantations preferret and dld have 'nicger ridarﬁ’;that were.
next to the overseer or forem&n, tut thay were liked better than
the forgman-ahd in many inetances wore treated 1ike zorémun but
the law would not let them be called *foremen,® Some of the
nreters s;dé& between theiinigger ridere' and foremen and some

cxses, the 'nigscertwas really boss,

"The punishmenis, as I sald wers oruel » some masters
would hang the slaves up by both thumbs o th:t their toes Just
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touched the floor, iorgen and nen, alike, Many slsves ran

awayj- others wers forced by their treatment to do all kinds

of mean things, Some slaves mlﬂ dxg, anp holes aléng the
route of the "Fatrollers” and.their hornea would fall in some -
times breaking the les of the horse, amm or lql of the rider} '
some slaves took advantage of the protection their masters
would :ive them with the oversser or other wlanta*iﬁn awnort,
would do their devilment and *fly* to their masters who 416

not mllow a man from anothep plantation to bother hia aimu. i
I have known pragnant women to go ten milea to haln da sana  .
devilment, My mother wns & very atrong mamgu (ae I told you ehe
helpeﬂ build a razlrnad), and fql% that she eoula whiyp anv erdinanr
man, would not zet a panﬁport‘unlaaa she ralt like xt; anao when
cavcht - another plantation without a paaspawt, she had all of
us with her, made all of the chiidren run, tat wouldn't run her-
self -« somehow she went upstream, ane;ér,the?maﬁ*s'hﬁx§§§ﬁ 1;@4
was broken and ghe told him "emﬁy m get me® but she kmm
msmr allowsd nc one t,d come on xm piu“ o punish hi's fdl-avoh "

"#y father was a blanam&th and made the ahama used
for etocws, (1ixe ‘zﬂndcutta) used on lega am hands, The slaves
were forced to lay flat on their backs and were mg&m&m‘m to
the bonrd made for mm#purpcse;' they were 1ért tfx-ere 'far houns, L
sometimes through rain and cold; he ‘mizht *holler! and g;,roa,n bt
t.at 41& not alwa e:at» hi.m rel.eawd‘

fThe aaaa bmm badly mz,zxgd then; sdme Negro woren
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were forced into associctlon, some were benten almost to d@ath
because they refused, The Ne:re men dore not bother or even

grenl to gome ef thelr wonen,

*In one 1‘sﬁance an owner of a plantation threatened a
Merro rider's sweetheart; che told him and he went orylng to this
ouror who in turned threatene” him ~nd probably did hit the womans
straisht o his mester this sweethenrt went and’ when he finighed
. ble story, his nester lumcdlately took his team and drove to the
o't g" plantation « drove so st th:t one of his horses' dropped
dekd; wien the owner came cut he levelled “1s double-barrel ghote
sun at 2im oond ghot hilr dead, Yo, suh; some mnsters dld not ollow

sou to hother thiler slaves,

"A pecullar case was that of C1d Jim who 1lived on anothar
/

rlantation was left e loo™ out for the fires ~nd do oth~r chores

croond the louse while "morst r' was at war, A bnd runor spread,

anﬁ‘do'you know those menn devils, ov-rscers of nearby plantations

cane cut and ot ler dug 2 deep hole, =nd desplte lier ories,

buried Cer up to her ncol = n&fﬁing was left out out her head and
/

~alr, M crewd of youns Yni. er boyst saw 14 all and I rqs one

amons the crows th-t helred dlg her out,

there's » lote more I know btut luet cont get it
to ether, My motlerts nome wes Caroline ané my fether intrick;

all took the nome of D vis from our master, “There were thirteen

children - I =m the only one n=llve,"

"r.\ﬂavil appears well preserved for i is a e} he hns
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moet ot hla teeth and 18- sl&ghtly Zrays h&n haalth soems to

‘ be good, althoush he 18 a oripple and uges a cane tar‘walkzng
always} thia condition he believea is the r@tﬁlt of an attnak
of rheumatism, |

' Me 1s a preagher ébﬂ has pastored in Alabsma, Texas
and Florida, He ras had several yesrs of training in publie
schools and unﬁer minis%erﬁ‘ ‘ ‘

¢

| Pe has 11vea n Ja~kaan7111n since 1918 eoming hsra -

from ﬁayeross, Georgia,

Ho was mwua for the ama ‘and only time f%m’ina his
685 .years of life to Yra, L&zzie P, Brown, ﬂovamb@r 18, 1938,
There are no ohildrén, FHe sives mo reason fnr remaining ninﬁ&a,
but hls reangon for marr?ing was " to &i?@ sore lady the bﬁi?&l%ﬁﬁ
and see hew it faels 10 Le called huabanﬂ.
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Douglas Dorsey

In South Jacksonville, on the Spring Glen Road lives
Douglas Dorsey, an ex-slave, born in Suwannee Cbunty, Florida
in 1851, fourteen years prior to fzeedbm. His parents Charlie
and Anna Dorsey were natives of Maryland and free pgople. In
those days, Dorsey relates there were peopie;known as "Nigger
Traders®" who used any subterfuge to catch Negroes and sell them
into slavery. Thereswas one Jeff Daiis who was known as & pro-
fessional "Nigger Trader," his slave boall docked in the slip
at Maryland aﬁd Jeff Davis and his henchmen went out looking for
their victims. Unfortunately, his mother Anna and his father
were caught one night and were bound and gagged and teken to
Jeff Davis'! boat which was waiting in the harbor, and there they
were put into stocks. The boat stayed in port un@il it was locagd-
ed with Negroes, then salled for Flarida where Davis disposed of
his human cargo. |

Douglas Dordey's parents were sold to Colonel

Louis Matair, who had a large plantation that was cuitivated by

85 slaves. Colonel Mateir's house was of the pretentious southern
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colonial type which was quite prevalent during that perilod.
The colonel had won his title becauss of his participation
in the Indian War in Florida. He was the typical wealthy
éouthern genfleman, and-waE-very kind to his slaves, Hie
wife, however was just the opposite. She was exceedingly mean
and could easily be termed & tyrant,

-~ There were several children in the Matair family
and their home and‘plantation were located in Suwannee County,
Florida., |

Douglae'_parents were'aesigned to their tasks, his
mother was house-maid and his father was the mechanic, having
learned this trade in Maryland as a free man. Charlie and Anna
had several children and Douglas was among them. When he became
large enough he was kept in the Matair home to build fires, as-
sist in serving meals and other chores.

Mrs, Matair being a very cruel woman, would whip the
slaves herself for any misdemeanor. Dorsey recalls an 1ncidenf
that is hard to obliterate from his nmind, it is as follows:
Dorsey's mother was called by Mrs. Matair, not hedring her, she
continued with her duties, sudidenly Mrs. Matair burst out in a
frenzy of anger over the woman not answeriﬁg. Anna explained

that she did not hear hexr call, thereupon Mrs, Matair seized a

large butcher knife and struck at Anna, attempting to ward off the

blow, Anna received a long gash on the arm that laid her up for
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for some time. Young Douglas was a witness to this brutal

treatment of his mother and he at that moment madeAup his mind

to kill his mistress. He intended to put strychnine that was used
to kill rats into her coffee that he usually served her. Fortunate-
ly freedom came and saved him of this act which would have resulted
in his death,

He relates another incident in regard to his mis-
tress as follows: To his mother gnd father was born a little baby
boy, whose complexion was rather light. Mrs. Matair at once began
accusing Colonel Matair as being the father of the’child.'Naturally
the colonel denied, but Mrs. Matair kept harassing him about it un-
til he finally agreed tc his wife!s desire and sold the child. It
was taken from its mother's breast at the age of eight months and
auctioned off on the first day of January to the highest bidder.
The child was bought by a Captain Ross and taken across the Suwannee
River into Hamilton County. Twenty years later he was located by
his family, he was a grown man, married and farming.

Young Douglad had the task each morning of carrying
the Matair children's books to school. Willie, a boy of eight would
teach Douglas what he learned in school, finally Douglas learnéd
the alphabet and numbers. In some way Mrs. Matair learned that
Douglas was learning t0 read and write. One morning after breakfast
she called her son Willie to the dining room whére she was seated

and then sent for Douglas to come there too, She then took a quill
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pen the kind used at that time, and began writing the alphabet
a~d numerals as far as ten. Holding the paper up to Douglas, she
asked him if he knew what they were; he proudly anéwered in the
affirmative, not suspecting anything. She then asked him to name
the letters and numerals, which he did, she then aske@ him to
write them, which he did. When he reached the number ten, tery
proud of his learning, she struck him a heavy blow across the
face, saying to him "If I ever catch you making another figure
anywhere I'll cut off your right arm." Naturally Douglas and
also her son Willie were much surprised as each thought what had
been done was quite an achievement. She then called Mariah, the
cook to bring a rope and tying the two of them to the old colonial
post on the front porch, she took a chair and sat between the two,
Whipping them on their naked backs for such a time, that for two
weeks their clothes stuck to theii backs on the lacerated flesh,

To ease the soreness, Willie would steal grease from
the house and together they would élip into the mwrn and grease
sach other's backs.

As to plantation life, Dorsey said taat the slaves
lived in quarters especially built for them on the plantation,
They would leave for the fields at "sun up" and remain until "sun-
down, " stopping only for a meal which they took along with thep.-

Instead of having an overseer they had wﬁit was called
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a "driver" by the name of Januray. His duties were to gét the
slaves together in tpe morning and see that they went to the
fields and assigned them to their tasks. He worked as the othef
slaves, though, he had more priveliges. He wquld sfop work
at any time he pleaszd and go arcund to inspéot the work of the
others, and thus rest himself. Most of the orders from the master
were issued to him. The crops consisted of cotton, corn, cane and
peas, which was raised in abundance.
When the slaves left the fieldsy they réturned to

their cavins and after preparing and eating of their evening
meal they gathered around a cabin to sing and moan songs seasoned
with African melody. Then to the tune of aﬁ'old fiddle they danced
a dance called the "Green Corn Dance" and "Cut the Pigeon Wing."
Sometimes the young nen on the plantation would slip away to visit
a girl on another plantation. If they were caught by the "Patrols®
while on these visits they would be lashed on the bare backs as a
penalty for this offense.

A whipping post was used for this purpose. As soon
as one slave was whipped, he was given the whip to whip his brother
slave, Very often the lashes would bring blood very soon from the
already lacerated skin, but this did not stop the lashing until one
had received their due number of lashes,

Occasionally the slaves were ordered to church to hear
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é white minister,they were seated in the front pews of the
master's church, while the whites sat in the rear. The minister's
admonition to them to honor their masters and mistresses, and

to have no other God but them, as"wqéannot seeféhe other God,

but you can see your master and mis;ress." Affer the services

the driver's wife who could read and write a little would tell
them that what the minister said "was all lies.”

Douglas says that he will never forget when he was
a lad 14 years of age, when one evening he was told to go and
;tell the driver to have all the slaves come up to the house;
soon the entire host of about 85 slaves were gathered there all
sitting around on stumps, some standing. The colonel's son was
visibly moved as he told them they were free., Saying they could
go anywhere they wamted to for he had no more to do with them, or
that they could remain with him and have half of what was raised
on the plantation,

The slaves were happy at tais news, as they had hardly
been aware'that there had been a war going on, None of them accept-
ed t:e offér of the colonel to remain, as they were only too glad
to leaver the cruelties of the Matair plantatibn.

Dorsey's father got a job with Judge Carraway of Su-
wannee whefe he worked for one year. He later homesteaded 40 acres

of land that he received from the government and began farming.
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Dorsey!s father died in Suwannee County, Florida when Douglas

was & young man ahd then he and his mother moved to Arlington,

Filorida. His mother died several years ago at a ripe old age.
Douglas Dorsey, aged but with a clear mind liges

with his daughter in Spring Glen.
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AMBROSE DUUGLASS

In 1861, when he was 1€ years old, Ambrose Hilliard

)
Douglass was given & sound beating %y his VNorth Carolina_master
because he attempied to refuse the mate that had been given io him -
with the instructione to produce a healthy boy-child by her -- snd

a long crgument on the value of having good, strong, healthy |
children, In 1937, at the age of 92, Ambrose Douglass welcomed

118 .38th chllé into the world.

‘The near-centennarian lives neer Brooksville, in Hernando
County, on a run-down farm that he no longer attempts to tend now
that most of his 38 children Lave degerted the farm for the more

lucrative employment of the cltiees of the phosphate camps,

Douglass was born free in Detroit in 1845, Hig parents
returned South to vislt relatives still in slavery, and were soon
reenslaved themselves, with their chilﬁren, Ambrose w:s one of

these,

\

 For 21 years he remained in slavery; sometimes at the
plantation of his original msster in North Carolina, sometimes

in other gectlons nrter he had been sold to different masters,
"Yazguh, I been sold a lot of times", the old man states,
"Our m-gter didn't belleve in keeping a house, a horse or a darky

after he had o chance to make some mone y on him, Mostly though,
) ?

| 26701 : L
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I was sold when I cut up",

*I was a young man®, he continues, "and dldn't sce

why I should be anybody's slave, I'd run away ev-ry chance I
2z0t, Sometimes they near killed me, but mostly they Just sold

me, T guess I was pretty husky, at that,"

"They never did get their money's worth out of me, though

I worked as long as they stood over me, then I ran around with the

i2ale or sneaked off to the woods, Sometimes they used to put

i
doge on me to get me back,

‘ ®hen they finally s=old me to a man up in.Suwannee
County -~ his name wns Harris -~ I thought i1t would be the end of
the world., 'e had heard about him all the way up in Virginia,
They s8aid he beat you, starved yo; and tiéd you up when you didn't

work, and killed you 1f you ran away,

"But I never had a better master. He never beat me, and
always fed all of us, ‘'Course, we dldn't get too much to eat:
corn meal,'a 1little plece of fat meat now and then, cabbages,
greens, potatoes, =nd plenty of molasses, WRen I worked up at
'Ythe house' I et jJust what the master et somgtimes he would give

it to me his-self, When 'he didn't, I et it anyway,

"He was so good, and I w:s 80 gcared of him, till I
d1dn't ever run away from his’place“, Ambrose reminisces; "I
had somebody there that I liked, anyway. Vhen he Tlnallywent to
the war he sold me bnok to a man in North Carolina, in Hornett

County, But the warwas near over then; I soon was as free as I

am nog. .



.37 103

ony guess we musta celehrated"wanclpation about tqelve_

times in Hornett County, Every time a bunch of No'thern dﬁjérs
would come through they would tell us we was free aond we'd begin
celebratin', Before we would yet through somebody elée would
tell us to go back to work, and we would go, Some of us wanted

to Jine up with the army, but didn't know who wrm8 goln' to win

and d4idn't take no chancee,

"1 was 21 when freedom finally came, and that_tlme‘i
didn't tske no chences on ‘en iaking it back again, I 11t out
for Florida snd wound up in Madison County. I had 2 nice time
;hereg I .ot married, zot a plenty of work, and‘;ade me a. little
money, I fixed houses, bullt 'em, worked around the yards, and
did everything, My first ohilld was already born; I didn't know
there was gein' to be 37 more, thougi. I guess I would have

stonﬁed right there.......

"] stayed in Madlson County until they started to working
concrete rock down here, I heard about it and thought that would
be a ood way for me to feed all them two dozen children I had,

30 I came down this side. That was about 20 yerre ago.

"I got married again after I got here; right soon after,
v wife now is 30 years old;} we already had 13 children to-
cether', (His wife 18 a slight, girlish-looking woman; she says
she was 13 wheh she married D uglass, haé¢ her first child that

year, “leven of her thirteen are still 11v1ng.)

"“ossuh, I ain't long stoprped work, I worked here in

the phosphate mine until last year, when they started to paying
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persions, I thought I would get'ong, but all I got was some
PYA work, and thig year they told me I was too old for that;
I told 'em I wasn't ut 91, but they dldn't sive nothin' else,
I ;uesgs I'11 zet my pension soon, theugh; Yy oldest boy ought

¢

to set it, too; he's sixty-five.'
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ILd.A DUSh

wdho is the oldest person, white or colored, that you know

of in Tampal"

"See likma Duck," the grinning Negre elevator boy told me. “She

bout a hunnert years old."

So down into the "scrub" I went and found the old woman hustiling
about from washpot to pump. “I'm mighty busy now, cookin breakfazt,"

she said, "out if you come back in trut an acur I'll tell you what I

e
“

can pout old times in Tempa."

On ths return visit, her skinny dog met me with elaborate denon=-

strations of w:lcouie.

"Gawn way fum here 3pote. Dat gemrien ain gwine feed you notain.

Yo. kesp your dirty paws offen his clothes."

Ma:a duck sat down on a rickety box, motioning me 1o another

one on thne shaky old porch. "™'ske keer yvu doan fall thoo dat old f{loor,"

she cautioned. “It's bout ready to fall to pioces, but I way behind

in tae rent, 0 I kaint ask sw to have it fixed."

"I gse you have no jlass in the windows--doesn't it get you wst

(5]

waen it rui=ngt"

"ot we. I gits over on de other side of de room. It didn't
nave no door asitaer when I woved in. De ycung folks roun herc ussta

Jzo it for a courtin=nouse."
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A what?®

"Court in=house. Dey kept a=comin after I moved in, an I had
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